
Invitations of Wisdom and Folly - Proverbs 9:1-18 
 

Topics:  Character, Choices, Consequences, Convictions, Direction, Experience, Faithfulness, Foolishness, God, Guidance, 
Ignorance, Instructions, Life, Life-style, Morality, Priorities, Righteousness, Simplicity, Sin, Temptation, Understanding, 
Weaknesses, Wisdom 

Open It 
1. Who are some famous rivals that you know about (for example, Elliot Ness and Al Capone)? 
2. Why do people sometimes say, “Ignorance is bliss”? 
3. Why do you think some people fall prey to false or deceptive sales tactics? 

* 4. What are the advantages and disadvantages of being naive? 

Explore It 
5. How did Wisdom build her house? (9:1) 
6. What two characteristics are portrayed as rivals? (9:1-18) 
7. What three types of people are described in this chapter? (9:1-18) 
8. For what did Wisdom prepare? (9:2-5) 
9. For whom did Wisdom prepare? (9:2-5) 
10. What did Wisdom encourage the simple to do? (9:6) 
11. What are the consequences of correcting a mocker? (9:7-8) 
12. What are the consequences of instructing a wise or righteous person? (9:7-8) 
13. What is the beginning of wisdom? (9:10) 
14. What are the consequences of being wise? of being a mocker? (9:12) 

* 15. How did Solomon depict Folly? (9:13-15) 
* 16. What invitation did Folly issue, and to whom did she issue it? (9:16) 

17. What did Folly say about water and food? (9:17) 
* 18. What did Solomon say about Folly’s guests? (9:18) 

Get It 
19. How are Wisdom and Folly different? 
20. What do Wisdom and Folly offer their listeners? 

* 21. In what way is it dangerous to be naive? 
22. What is true or false about the statement “ignorance is bliss”? 
23. What do you find attractive about the invitations of Wisdom and Folly? 

* 24. How can we be careful to avoid Folly’s enticements? 
25. Why would stolen water be sweet or food eaten in secret be delicious? 
26. Why are forbidden things sometimes appealing? 
27. In what ways are the mocker, the simple, and the wise person alike? different? 
28. In what way are you like the mocker, the simple, and the wise person? 
29. How should we adjust our advice to the person receiving it? 

Apply It 
30. What is one step you can take today to pursue wisdom rather than folly? 
31. What steps can you take this week to eliminate foolish behavior from your life? 

* 32. Who is one person to whom you will turn to help you be more discerning and less naive? 
 


