
The Calling of Matthew - Matthew 9:9-13 
 

Topics:  Ambassadors, Backslide, Compassion, Darkness, Discernment, Effort, Evangelism, Foolishness, Good News, 
Involvement, Limitations, Lost, Obedience, Obligation, Purpose, Risk, Unbelievers, Witnessing 

Open It 
1. If you were starting your own business, what qualities would you look for in prospective 

employees? 
* 2. What past misdeeds would disqualify someone from: your job? elected office? the Supreme 

Court? the ministry? 
3. What qualities make for a great leader? 

Explore It 
4. Who did Jesus see sitting at a tax collector’s booth? (9:9) 
5. What was Matthew’s job? (9:9) 
6. What did Jesus tell Matthew to do? (9:9) 
7. How did Matthew respond to Jesus’ statement? (9:9) 
8. Where did Jesus and Matthew go? Why? (9:10) 

* 9. What kind of people joined Jesus and His new follower for dinner? (9:10) 
10. What did the Pharisees think of Jesus’ attendance at Matthew’s social function? (9:11) 
11. Who reported the Pharisees’ comments to Jesus? (9:12) 
12. What was Jesus’ response to the Pharisees? (9:12) 

* 13. What did Jesus tell His listeners they needed to learn? (9:13) 
* 14. What did Jesus say He had come to earth to do? (9:13) 

Get It 
15. What, in your opinion, are some respectable jobs, and what are some questionable careers for 

believers to pursue? 
16. How do you think you might react if several gang members or street people attended your church 

this Sunday? 
17. What do you think people would say if you associated with a “wild crowd” in order to be a 

witness for Christ? 
18. Why should we not follow this example of Christ if we are weak in our faith? 

* 19. What dangers do we face when we befriend non-Christians? 
* 20. What will happen if we never reach out to those outside the church? 

21. What surprises you about Jesus’ actions in this passage? 
22. What individuals need your encouragement and support as they seek to minister to those who 

don’t know Christ? 

Apply It 
* 23. How can you cultivate a relationship with a non-Christian friend this week? 

24. What can you do to remind yourself to view others as they can be, instead of seeing only their 
faults? 

 


