
The Beatitudes - Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Topics:  Blessing, Character, Comfortable, Endurance, Enemies, Greatness, Heaven, Humility, Mercy, Mourning, 
Persecution, Purity, Rewards, Righteousness 

Open It 
* 1. What are some ways people typically try to find happiness or fulfillment in life? 

2. What person (living or dead) do you respect most? Why? 

Explore It 
3. What was the setting for this sermon? (5:1) 
4. Who was Jesus addressing? (5:1-2) 
5. According to Jesus, what is the reward for those who are poor in spirit? (5:3) 
6. Why are those who mourn blessed? (5:4) 
7. What is the reward for those who are meek? (5:5) 
8. What can those who hunger and thirst for righteousness expect? (5:6) 
9. What does God promise to those who are merciful? (5:7) 
10. According to this passage, who will see God? (5:8) 
11. Why are peacemakers blessed? (5:9) 

* 12. What does the future hold for those who are persecuted because of righteousness? (5:10) 
* 13. What unexpected command is given to Christians who are insulted, hassled, and lied about? (5:11-

12) 
* 14. What people in history have endured nasty persecution? (5:12) 

Get It 
15. How does it pay in the present to walk with God? 
16. What do you think it means to be poor in spirit? 
17. What does it mean to be meek? 
18. How would a person behave if he or she were hungering and thirsting after righteousness? 
19. What are some examples of showing mercy? 
20. How does society’s list of admirable virtues compare and contrast with these kingdom virtues? 
21. How (if at all) does the promise of future blessing affect us in the present? 

* 22. Which of these promises means the most to you today? Why? 
* 23. What is the most common type of persecution that you face? 

24. What peacemaking responses work well at diffusing hostility? 

Apply It 
25. What realistic steps can you take this week to make you hungrier and thirstier for righteousness? 

* 26. What can you do this week to encourage a friend who is under fire due to his or her stand for the 
Lord? 

 


