
The Calling of the First Disciples - Matthew 4:18-22 
 

Topics:  Commitment, Evangelism, Excuses, Giving Up, Leadership, Obedience, Submission, Witnessing 

Open It 
1. If you could pass on some skill or knowledge to an apprentice, what would you want to pass on? 

* 2. What kind of leader do you prefer to follow? 
3. What are some examples of well-functioning teams? 

Explore It 
4. Where did these particular events take place? (4:18) 
5. Who did Jesus see as He walked by? (4:18) 
6. What nickname did one of Jesus’ new disciples have? (4:18) 

* 7. What were Simon and Andrew doing when Jesus approached them? (4:18) 
8. What did these brothers do for a living? (4:18) 

* 9. What exactly did Jesus say to Simon and Andrew? (4:19) 
10. What was Simon and Andrew’s response to Jesus’ words? (4:20) 
11. How long did Simon and Andrew deliberate over Jesus’ offer? (4:20) 
12. Whom did Jesus see next? (4:21) 
13. Who was Zebedee? (4:21) 
14. In what activity were James and John involved? (4:21) 

* 15. What did Jesus do when He saw the two brothers, James and John? (4:21) 
16. How did James and John react to Jesus’ challenge? (4:22) 

Get It 
17. What does it mean to be a “fisher of men”? 
18. How risky was it for Peter, Andrew, James, and John to drop everything (jobs and families) to go 

with Jesus? 
19. What thoughts do you think were racing through their minds as they headed off down the beach 

with Jesus? 
20. How do you think you might have responded had you been fishing with these men and heard 

Jesus direct this challenge to you? 
21. What are some reasons people make career changes? 
22. How do you think Jesus calls people into the ministry today? 
23. What do you think Jesus saw in these men? 
24. Why did Jesus handpick blue-collar fishermen to be the leaders of the Christian church? 
25. For what would you be willing to leave your family and go far away? 

* 26. What possessions, goals, dreams, or relationships are keeping you from following Jesus 
wholeheartedly today? 

27. What does it mean for us to follow Jesus? 
* 28. What does it mean for you to follow Jesus? 

Apply It 
* 29. In what area of your life will you follow Jesus more consciously this week? 

30. What can you do or stop doing today in order to become a more expert “fisher of men”? 
 


