
The Return to Nazareth - Matthew 2:19-23 
 

Topics:  Family, Fear, God’s Will, Guidance, Listening, Moving, Obedience, Prophecy, Security, Sovereignty 

Open It 
1. To what sources do people often look for guidance? 

* 2. What do you like most and least about your hometown? 
3. Why is it so difficult to move to another place? 

Explore It 
4. What happened when Herod died? (2:19) 
5. In what manner did God communicate with Joseph? (2:19) 

* 6. Where were Joseph, Mary, and Jesus at the time? (2:19) 
* 7. What did the angel tell Joseph to do? (2:20) 
* 8. What was the reason behind the angel’s command? (2:20) 

9. How did Joseph respond to the angel’s instructions? (2:21) 
10. Who was reigning in Herod’s place when Joseph, Mary, and Jesus left Egypt? (2:22) 
11. Why was it significant to Joseph that Archelaus was ruling in Judah? (2:22) 
12. What was Joseph’s emotional response when he heard about Archelaus? (2:22) 
13. What did Joseph do when he heard the news of Archelaus’s reign? (2:22) 
14. To what town did Joseph, Mary, and Jesus go? Why? (2:23) 
15. Why was it significant that Jesus’ family settled in Nazareth? (2:23) 

Get It 
16. What modern-day forces threaten the institution of the family? 

* 17. How has your hometown influenced who you are? 
* 18. Why might God lead you to live in a certain area? 

19. How is your present location affecting your children? 
20. How can families reduce the stress and upheaval caused by a move or relocation? 
21. Which would you choose: a high-paying job in a big city that required long hours, or a lower-

paying job in a smaller town that enabled you to spend more time with your family? Why? 

Apply It 
* 22. What specific act of kindness can you do this week for a new family in your neighborhood? 

23. As you look back over your life and see how God has guided you, how can you show your 
appreciation? 

 


