
The Guards’ Report - Matthew 28:11-15 
 

Topics:  Answers, Blindness, Deceit, Details, Embarrassment, Excuses, Government, Interpretation, Lying, Motives, Plans, 
Rejection, Religion, Words 

Open It 
* 1. How much of what goes on in the world (in government, in business, on the street, in families) is 

hidden or covered up? 
2. When you hear two wildly different versions of the same event, how do you determine which one 

is true? 
3. What bit of news or information do you remember more than any other? 
4. As a child, what elaborate cover-ups did you devise in order to hide your misbehavior? 

Explore It 
5. While the women were going out to spread the good news, what did the guards from the tomb do? 

(28:11) 
6. What groups met to discuss the “emergency” of Jesus’ missing body? (28:12) 
7. What did the meeting of religious leaders produce? (28:12) 

* 8. What did the chief priests give the soldiers? Why? (28:12-13) 
9. Whom did the chief priests bribe? Why? (28:12-13) 
10. Whom did the chief priests and elders use? Why? (28:12-13) 
11. What did the religious leaders tell the soldiers to say? (28:13) 

* 12. How did the religious leaders reassure the guards that they would not get in trouble with the 
Roman government? (28:14) 

13. What did the soldiers think about the plot? (28:15) 
* 14. To what degree was the story made up by Jesus’ enemies spread and believed? (28:15) 

Get It 
15. How do you think the soldiers felt as they made their way back to headquarters? 
16. To what do you account the Jewish leaders’ stubborn unwillingness to acknowledge the 

Resurrection? 
17. If you had been living at the time, how might you have “poked holes” in the “official account” of 

the Resurrection? 
18. What are some other man-made explanations for the Resurrection? 

* 19. How does money or the promise of wealth alter our ability to think clearly and reason purely? 
* 20. Why are we willing to go to great lengths to cover up unpleasant truths? 

21. In what area(s) of your life have you been covering up the truth and living a lie? 

Apply It 
22. What can you do this week to prepare for discussions with those who don’t believe Jesus rose 

from the dead? 
* 23. What first step do you need to take today to live with more integrity, no matter how much it costs 

you? 
 


