
Paying Taxes to Caesar - Matthew 22:15-22 
 

Topics:  Accusation, Challenge, Composure, Dishonesty, Embarrassment, Flattery, Frustration, Government, 
Hardheartedness, Hypocrisy, Insight, Integrity, Motives, Obligation, Questions, Rejection, Responsibility, Testing, 
Unbelievers, Wisdom 

Open It 
1. What could governments do to make their citizens less opposed to paying taxes? 
2. What qualities mark a person of integrity? 

* 3. What individuals would you like to see pictured on our money? 

Explore It 
4. What group sought to trap Jesus? How? (22:15) 
5. What two groups were sent to Jesus? Why? (22:16) 
6. How did the Pharisees address Jesus? (22:16) 
7. How did the Pharisees describe Jesus’ character? (22:16) 
8. How did the Pharisees describe Jesus’ manner of teaching? (22:16) 
9. After all the flattery, what question did the Pharisees’ disciples and the Herodians finally ask 

Jesus? (22:17) 
10. How did Jesus respond to all the false adulation He received in this incident? (22:18) 

* 11. What did Jesus say to the men who questioned Him? (22:18) 
12. What object did Jesus use to illustrate His answer? How? (22:19-20) 

* 13. How did Jesus answer the question without getting Himself in political hot water? (22:21) 
* 14. How did Jesus’ opponents respond to Jesus’ words? (22:22) 

Get It 
15. In what situations are you guilty of flattery? 
16. Why do we resort to flattery? 
17. How does it make you feel to realize that Jesus can see right into your heart and tell when your 

motives are insincere? 
* 18. What do you think Jesus called us to do when He said, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and give 

to God what is God’s”? 
* 19. How can you be careful and wise in what you say to unbelievers? 

20. What responsibilities do you have to the government? 

Apply It 
* 21. What neglected civic responsibilities do you need to begin fulfilling today? 

22. What might be the first step in better living up to your obligations as a citizen of God’s kingdom? 
 


