
The Fig Tree Withers - Matthew 21:18-22 
 

Topics:  Appearance, Confusion, Deceit, Dishonesty, Faith, Fruit, Hypocrisy, Integrity, Lying, Miracles, Power, Prayer, Sin 

Open It 
1. What is the worst case of false advertising you’ve ever seen? 
2. Why do you think there are so many religious hypocrites? 

* 3. When in your life were you the most disappointed? 

Explore It 
4. Where was Jesus going? When? (21:18) 
5. What was Jesus feeling? When? (21:18) 

* 6. What caught Jesus’ attention? Why? (21:19) 
7. What did Jesus discover when he made a closer inspection of the fig tree? (21:19) 
8. What did Jesus do to the fig tree? (21:19) 
9. What happened immediately after Jesus cursed the fig tree? (21:19) 
10. How did the withered fig tree incident affect the disciples? (21:20) 

* 11. What did the disciples ask Jesus? (21:20) 
12. What did Jesus cite as the necessary ingredient to doing “impossible” things? (21:21) 
13. What even more amazing feat than causing a fig tree to wither did Jesus claim was possible? 

(21:21) 
* 14. What attitude did Jesus encourage us to have in prayer? (21:22) 

Get It 
15. How is religious legalism like a barren fig tree? 
16. What types of “fruit” should appear in our lives as we grow as Christians? 
17. What fruit has your life borne in the last couple of months? 
18. What are some ways Christians can look good to others from a distance and yet still be fruitless? 

* 19. Why is the invitation to pray at the end of this passage not a blank check to ask for anything? 
* 20. What requirements must our prayers meet? 

21. In what ways might you be giving others a false idea of what the Christian life is all about? 

Apply It 
* 22. What prayer of faith do you need to begin praying on a regular basis this week? 

23. What change in your life today would enable you to become more fruitful? 
 


