
A Mother’s Request - Matthew 20:20-28 
 

Topics:  Ambition, Anger, Atonement, Authority, Divisions, Ego, Fairness, God, Honor, Jealousy, Kingdom of 
God/Heaven, Leadership, Motives, Position, Pride, Privilege, Rewards, Serving 

Open It 
1. What is it inside us that recoils at the idea of serving others? 
2. Why do some parents try so hard to plan and run their children’s lives? 

* 3. What are the pluses and minuses of ambition? 

Explore It 
* 4. Who came to Jesus? Why? (20:20) 

5. What favor did James and John’s mother ask Jesus? (20:21) 
6. How did Jesus respond to the request that James and John get special treatment? (20:22) 

* 7. What curious question did Jesus ask James and John? (20:22) 
8. How did James and John answer Jesus’ cryptic question? (20:22) 
9. What did Jesus promise James and John? (20:23) 
10. What did Jesus refuse to promise James and John? (20:23) 
11. According to Jesus, who will decide the positions of honor and authority in the kingdom of God? 

(20:23) 
* 12. What was the reaction of the other disciples to this whole dialogue? (20:24) 

13. Whose leadership style did Jesus condemn? (20:25) 
14. How did Jesus define leadership? (20:26-27) 
15. What did Jesus say was His mission in life? (20:28) 

Get It 
* 16. When does honorable ambition become dishonorable? 
* 17. Who among the people in your church do you think will receive the greatest rewards in heaven? 

18. How does our culture follow the “Gentile pattern of leadership”? 
19. How can jealousy and pride destroy the unity of a group of people? 
20. On what basis should honors, awards, and rewards be given? 
21. What do you think about people who use connections to try to get favors? 
22. In what ways might you have to suffer for the sake of Christ? 
23. What opportunities do you have to serve others as Christ taught? 
24. In what ways do you need to back off and let your children lead their own lives and make their 

own decisions? 

Apply It 
* 25. What three acts can you do today in service to others? 

26. What is one specific way you could build unity among your circle of Christian friends this week? 
 


