
The Temple Tax - Matthew 17:24-27 
 

Topics:  Citizenship, Government, Influence, Integrity, Miracles, Obedience, Obligation, Reputation, Responsibility, 
Submission 

Open It 
* 1. How would you go about reforming the tax laws in this country? 

2. Why is it tempting to cheat on our taxes? 
3. How involved should Christians be in government? 

Explore It 
4. When did Jesus and His disciples speak with the tax collectors? (17:24) 
5. Whom did Jesus and His disciples encounter upon their arrival in Capernaum? (17:24) 
6. What question did the tax collectors ask Peter? (17:24) 

* 7. How did Peter respond to the tax collectors’ questions? (17:25) 
8. Who spoke to Peter first when Peter entered the house? Why? (17:25) 
9. What tax question did Jesus ask Peter? (17:25) 
10. How did Peter answer Jesus? (17:26) 

* 11. What did Jesus say about the obligation to pay taxes? (17:26) 
* 12. Why did Jesus agree to pay the temple tax? (17:27) 

13. What unusual directions did Jesus give Peter for coming up with the money to pay the temple tax? 
(17:27) 

Get It 
14. In what ways do Christians not fit in or belong in our culture? 

* 15. Why should we pay taxes? 
16. How do God’s laws and human laws fit together? 
17. In what ways (if any) are Christians “above the law”? 
18. How do non-Christians react when Christians act as if they don’t have to comply with worldly 

laws? 
* 19. What are the pros and cons of churches being exempt from taxes? 

20. How is it possible for us to both serve Christ and obey the government? 

Apply It 
21. How does your behavior need to change this week so you can better represent Christ as his 

ambassador in the world? 
* 22. What changes do you need to make the next time you do your taxes to make sure you pay all that 

you owe? 
23. What areas of your life do you need to place under the control of the Holy Spirit today? 

 


