
The Healing of a Boy With a Demon - Matthew 17:14-23 
 

Topics:  Abilities, Atonement, Authority, Death, Demons, Faith, Fasting, Grief, Healing, Miracles, Power, Prayer, 
Resurrection, Sin, Spiritual Disciplines, Trust 

Open It 
* 1. How does it feel to have a problem you can’t solve? 

2. Where is the line between being obsessed with death and never coming to grips with your 
mortality? 

3. Why do some people seem to have greater faith than others? 

Explore It 
4. When Jesus returned with Peter, James, and John from the scene of the Transfiguration, what did 

he find? (17:14) 
5. Who approached Jesus? How? (17:14) 
6. What did the man who approached Jesus say? (17:15) 

* 7. How did the man describe his child’s situation? (17:15) 
* 8. Who had already been unable to help the man’s son? (17:16) 
* 9. What reply did Jesus give when the man said Jesus’ disciples had been unable to help? (17:17) 

10. How did Jesus resolve the problem presented to Him? (17:17-18) 
11. What question did the disciples ask Jesus? When? (17:19) 
12. How did Jesus answer his disciples’ question? (17:20) 
13. What did Jesus say is the answer to the impossible? (17:20) 
14. What spiritual disciplines did Jesus recommend for confronting serious obstacles? (17:21) 
15. What sober subject did Jesus again bring up when the disciples came together in Galilee? (17:22-

23) 

Get It 
16. How do you imagine the nine disciples felt as they attempted to cast the demon out of this man’s 

boy? 
17. How do you think the disciples felt later when Jesus rebuked them? 

* 18. Why do you think Jesus was upset by His disciples’ lack of faith? 
19. What do you see as the purpose for fasting? 

* 20. In what areas of your life do you find it difficult to believe and trust in God? 
21. If we truly believe in heaven and that we’ll see our fellow Christians again in eternity, why do we 

grieve when a Christian dies? 

Apply It 
* 22. What impossible task can you assault with your faith this week? 

23. What spiritual discipline will you practice this week? 
24. How can you help someone who is hurting today? 

 


