
John the Baptist Beheaded - Matthew 14:1-12 
 

Topics:  Adultery, Bitterness, Consequences, Correction, Danger, Deceit, Discipline, Embarrassment, Foolishness, 
Impulsiveness, Injustice, Motives, Obedience, Peer Pressure, Pride, Responsibility, Sin, Stubbornness, Toleration 

Open It 
1. What, in your opinion, would be the preferred way to die? 

* 2. What do you remember from your junior high and high school dances? 
3. What makes peer pressure difficult to resist? 
4. How does peer pressure become more sophisticated as we get older? 

Explore It 
5. What powerful political figure heard about all the things Christ was doing? (14:1) 
6. What explanation did Herod have for the miracles Christ was doing? (14:2) 
7. What had Herod done to John the Baptist? (14:3) 

* 8. Why did Herod put John in prison? (14:3) 
9. For what reason had John been rebuking Herod? (14:4) 
10. How did Herod react to John’s reprimand? (14:5) 

* 11. Why didn’t Herod act on his wishes? (14:5) 
12. What happened on Herod’s birthday? (14:6-7) 
13. What promise did Herod make to the daughter of Herodias? (14:7) 
14. Who was behind the plot to murder John? (14:8) 
15. How did Herod feel when he realized he’d been tricked? (14:9) 

* 16. Why did Herod carry out the execution of John? (14:9) 
17. What happened in the aftermath of John’s execution? (14:12) 

Get It 
* 18. What situations make you most susceptible to peer pressure? 

19. In what ways do you promise more than you can (or should) deliver? 
20. Why do people hate to be corrected? 
21. What grandiose promises have you made and later regretted? 

* 22. What should you do if you make a promise that pressures you to compromise or to do the wrong 
thing? 

23. What does a person’s reaction to correction tell you about him or her? 
24. In what ways have you sensed danger or risk just by living for Christ? 
25. What impulsive words have later come back to haunt you? 
26. How would you react if your pastor or a spiritual mentor was brutally murdered? 
27. What correction have you recently received from an older and more mature Christian? 

Apply It 
* 28. What can you do to strengthen yourself against peer pressure this week? 

29. What reminder can help you refrain from making foolish promises in coming weeks? 
30. What can you do this week to respond to some correction you recently received? 

 


