
The Parable of the Weeds Explained - Matthew 13:36-43 
 

Topics:  Angels, Enemies, Future, Grief, Hell, Jesus Christ, Judgment, Kingdom of God/Heaven, Listening, Lost, Majority, 
Mourning, Punishment, Righteousness, Satan, Sin, Unbelievers, World 

Open It 
1. What school subject or subjects did you find difficult? Why? 

* 2. What are your beliefs about the future of the world? 
3. Why are many people eager to believe in heaven but reluctant to believe in hell? 

Explore It 
4. Where did Jesus go upon leaving His audience? (13:36) 
5. Who came to Jesus for further discussion? Why? (13:36) 
6. What specific story did Jesus’ audience want explained to them? (13:36) 

* 7. In the Parable of the Weeds, whom did the sower represent? How? (13:37) 
* 8. What did the field represent? In what way? (13:38) 
* 9. What groups of people are illustrated by good seed and weeds? (13:38) 

10. Whom does the enemy who sowed the bad seed represent? (13:39) 
11. What future event is symbolized by the harvest? (13:39) 
12. Whom do the harvesters represent? (13:39) 
13. The burning of the weeds symbolizes what future event? (13:40-42) 
14. What will happen to those who are thrown “into the fiery furnace”? (13:42) 
15. What is the future for the righteous? (13:43) 

Get It 
16. How do you study the Bible in order to understand better what Christ has said? 
17. If we seldom pick up the Bible or spend time praying, what do our actions say about us? 

* 18. If you had to guess, what would you estimate to be the ratio of “wheat” to “weeds” in your office, 
town, neighborhood, or school? 

* 19. How do these kinds of passages (threats of judgment for unbelievers) make you feel? 
20. In which category (wheat or weed) would your associates place you? Why? 
21. What does this passage say to you about the prospect of the world getting better and better? 

Apply It 
* 22. In what ways can you “shine like the sun” in your contacts with unbelievers? 

23. What passage of Scripture do you need to ask God about and study this week? 
24. How could you minister to someone today with a quote or insight from the Bible? 

 


