
The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast - Matthew 13:31-35 
 

Topics:  Expectations, Growth, Influence, Kingdom of God/Heaven, Power, Prophecy, Quality, Results, Simplicity, 
Success, Surprises 

Open It 
* 1. What small or seemingly insignificant possession is worth a great deal to you? Why? 

2. What are some big or important events that start out very small? 
3. What ingredients make for great storytelling? 
4. What is one fairytale you remember from childhood that you still enjoy today? 

Explore It 
5. What did Jesus tell the crowd? (13:31) 
6. In the Parable of the Mustard Seed, what did the man do with the seed? (13:31) 

* 7. To what kind of seed did Christ compare the kingdom of heaven? Why? (13:31-32) 
* 8. How does the mustard seed compare to others in size? (13:32) 
* 9. What is a mustard seed like when it is fully grown? (13:32) 

10. Besides bearing fruit, how is a mustard plant useful? (13:32) 
11. In the Parable of the Yeast, to what did Christ liken the kingdom of heaven? (13:33) 
12. How does yeast work? (13:33) 
13. In addition to parables, how else did Jesus get His point across to the crowd? (13:34) 
14. Why was Jesus’ use of parables significant? (13:35) 

Get It 
15. In what small or seemingly insignificant ways has God worked in your life? 

* 16. How can a Christian be a positive presence among his or her non-Christian friends and relatives? 
17. What are some ways God might use a person to spread the gospel in a place where there is little 

Christian influence? 
18. What are some little things we can do to make a big impact for Christ? 

* 19. What does this passage say to those who don’t feel talented, gifted, or brilliant? 
20. In what ways has your Christian life grown to bless others (like the mustard seed becoming a big 

tree)? 

Apply It 
* 21. What is one way you could quietly help the gospel permeate your family, workplace, or circle of 

friends? 
22. What illustrations, examples, or stories can you share with someone today to help him or her 

understand your faith in Christ? 
23. What prayer can you begin praying this week to cause the gospel to spread? 

 


