
Instructions for the Altar - Leviticus 16:1-17:16 
 

Topics:  Atonement, Confession, Forgiveness, Idolatry, Mercy, Sin 

Open It 
* 1. What does it feel like to be unjustly accused of something you didn’t do? 

2. What do hunters have to be careful about when preparing an animal to be eaten? 
3. Why is it difficult for some people to admit their own mistakes? 

Explore It 
4. Why was Aaron not allowed to enter the Most Holy Place whenever he wanted? (16:1-2) 
5. How was Aaron told to enter the sanctuary? (16:3-5) 
6. What types of offerings was Aaron told to sacrifice to the Lord? (16:6-16) 

* 7. What was the purpose of the scapegoat? (16:8-10) 
8. Why was no one allowed in the Tent of Meeting except Aaron? (16:17) 
9. What was Aaron told to do at the altar of the Lord? (16:18-19) 

* 10. How were the sins of the Israelites laid upon the scapegoat? (16:20-22) 
11. What did Aaron do in preparation for the burnt offering? (16:23-25) 
12. What men were required to bathe themselves? (16:26-28) 
13. What was the purpose of the Day of Atonement? (16:29-31) 
14. How often was atonement to be made for the Israelites? (16:34) 
15. Why were the people told not to sacrifice an animal inside or outside of camp? (17:1-5) 
16. Who was responsible for offering sacrifices for the Israelites? (17:6) 
17. In what way were the Israelites prostituting themselves? (17:7) 
18. What happened to Israelites who offered sacrifices outside the Tent of Meeting? (17:8-9) 

* 19. What was the significance of blood offered in sacrifices? (17:10-12) 
20. If a person found a dead animal, what was he or she required to do? (17:13-16) 

Get It 
* 21. How is Jesus Christ the scapegoat for our sins? 

22. How would you feel if you were the scapegoat and all of Israel’s sins were confessed on you? 
* 23. What are some reasons we are afraid to confess our sins to God? 

24. Why is it important to realize that everyone makes mistakes? 
25. How does our sin keep us separated from God? 
26. What are some ways we can experience God’s mercy through one another? 
27. What are reasons some Christians can be so unforgiving? 
28. In what way is God forgetful when it comes to sin? 
29. What does it mean for God to forgive our sin? 

Apply It 
* 30. When can you take time for confession to God in order to receive His forgiveness? 

31. What do you need to confess to a friend or other person? 
32. How can you express thanks to Jesus for being the scapegoat for your sins? 

 


