
Abimelech - Judges 9:1-10:5 
 

Topics:  Ambition, Consequences, Criticism, Deceit, Enemies, Evil, Greed, Humiliation, Materialism, Murder, Power, 
Revenge, Risk, Sin, Status, Temptation 

Open It 
1. What benefits come with being powerful? 

* 2. What is so appealing about getting rich? 

Explore It 
3. Who was Abimelech, and what did he want? (9:1-2) 
4. What did Abimelech have to do to become king? (9:3-6) 
5. What did Abimelech’s younger brother, Jotham, do when he heard what had happened? (9:7) 
6. What do the trees in Jotham’s story represent? (9:8-15) 

* 7. What is the meaning of Jotham’s story? (9:8-20) 
8. Why did Jotham use a thornbush to represent Abimelech? (9:15) 
9. What was the most shocking part of Shechem’s sin in the eyes of Jotham? (9:17) 
10. What did Jotham predict would happen to Abimelech and the people of Shechem? (9:20) 
11. Why did the Lord send an evil spirit between Abimelech and the people of Shechem? (9:23-24) 
12. What advice did Zebul give to Abimelech about how to deal with Gaal? (9:30-33) 
13. How was the element of surprise lost for Abimelech’s men? (9:36) 

* 14. What was the final outcome of Abimelech’s battle with Shechem? (9:42-45) 
15. What happened to Abimelech when he attacked the tower of Thebez? (9:52-53) 
16. How did Abimelech eventually die? (9:54) 

* 17. What was God’s purpose in all of this war and death? (9:56-57) 

Get It 
18. What does this story say about God’s sovereignty? 
19. What risks do you think Jotham took in standing up to Abimelech and the people of Shechem? 
20. What risks have you had to take to stand up for what was right? 
21. What lessons can we learn from Abimelech’s negative example? 
22. What do you think was Abimelech’s most dangerous character flaw? 
23. What have you learned about the danger of power and greed from this passage? 

* 24. What attitude should we have toward power and wealth? 
* 25. How can we guard against the temptation to seek wealth and power? 

26. How has this study challenged you to change your attitudes or actions? 

Apply It 
27. What risks do you think you need to take this week to stand up for what is right? 
28. What specific step could you take to protect yourself from the sin of greed? 

* 29. How can you keep a tight rein on the power you have over others? 
 


