
Gideon’s Ephod - Judges 8:1-35 
 

Topics:  Abilities, Accusation, Achievements, Backslide, Challenge, Consequences, Criticism, Death, Disobedience, 
Enemies, Forget, Idolatry, Possessions, Revenge, Success, Temptation 

Open It 
* 1. Why do people sometimes say to others who experience success, “Don’t let it go to your head”? 

2. How does it feel to win? to be popular? to be labeled “successful”? 
3. When have you seen success or popularity change a person in a negative way? 

Explore It 
4. Why were the Ephraimites upset with Gideon? (8:1) 
5. How did Gideon respond to the criticism he received? (8:2) 
6. What strategy did Gideon use to appease the Ephraimites? (8:2-3) 
7. What did Gideon ask of the men of Succoth? (8:5) 
8. Why were the men of Succoth afraid to help the Israelites? (8:6) 
9. How did Gideon respond to those who refused to help Israel? (8:7-9) 
10. In what shape was the Midianite army at this point? (8:10) 
11. Why did Gideon return to Succoth after he had conquered the Midianites? (8:13-17) 
12. Whom did the kings of Midian admit to killing? (8:18) 
13. What did Gideon do to the kings of Midian? Why? (8:19-21) 

* 14. How did the Israelites respond to Gideon’s success in battle? (8:22) 
15. Why did Gideon refuse to rule over Israel? (8:23) 

* 16. How did Gideon respond to his newfound popularity? (8:23-24) 
17. For what did Gideon ask from the Israelites? (8:24) 

* 18. In the end what unfortunate outcome resulted from Gideon’s success? (8:27) 
19. What happened in Israel after Gideon died? (8:33) 

Get It 
* 20. What role did pride play in Gideon’s life? 
* 21. How can we guard ourselves against pride? 

22. What does this story reveal about God’s character? 
23. In what ways have you had to depend on the Lord’s strength? 
24. What does Gideon’s spiritual downfall teach us about human nature? 
25. What would you say are some of the idols that distract us from serving God? 
26. What are some good things that you think can cause Christians to become proud or lose their 

focus on serving God? 
27. Why is pride dangerous? 
28. In what way could pride interfere with a person’s relationship with others and God? 
29. What do we need to remember whenever we experience success? 
30. What one temptation do you face that threatens your relationship with the Lord? 

Apply It 
* 31. What concrete action could you take each day to keep yourself from pride? 

32. What other believer could keep you accountable in your relationship with God? 
 


