
Disobedience and Defeat - Judges 2:6-3:6 
 

Topics:  Backslide, Beliefs, Compassion, Complaining, Consequences, Correction, Disobedience, Enemies, Faithfulness, 
Leadership, Neighbor, Oppressed, Patience, Peer Pressure, Punishment, Rebellion 

Open It 
* 1. Why do you think bad things sometimes happen to good people? 

2. In what ways are you different from your parents? your grandparents? 

Explore It 
3. When were the Israelites faithful to their covenant with the Lord? (2:7) 
4. How was the generation that followed Joshua’s described? (2:10) 
5. In what way were the Israelites unfaithful to the Lord? (2:11) 
6. Who influenced the Israelites to worship other gods? (2:12) 
7. Why was God angry? (2:13) 

* 8. What happened to Israel because of their unfaithfulness to the Lord? (2:14) 
9. Why did the Lord no longer protect Israel against their enemies? (2:14) 

* 10. How did the Lord show His mercy toward Israel even when they were unfaithful? (2:16) 
11. How did the Israelites respond to the judges God raised to save them from their enemies? (2:17) 
12. What did the Israelites do after a judge had saved them from their enemies? (2:19) 

* 13. How did the Lord react to Israel’s disobedience? (2:20-21) 
14. How were Israel’s enemies used by the Lord? (2:22) 
15. Why did the Lord want this generation of Israelites to learn warfare? (3:2) 

Get It 
16. What does this passage reveal about God’s purpose for the nation of Israel? 
17. How would you describe the battle that Christians are in today? 
18. Why do you think Israel was faithful to God only while someone like Joshua or one of the judges 

was alive? 
19. What is important about the influence and responsibility Christian leaders have in the church? 
20. How can a Christian response to negative experiences be different from that of a nonbeliever? 
21. Why do you think the presence of evil in the world keeps some people from embracing 

Christianity? 
22. What role did peer pressure play in Israel? 
23. What role does peer pressure play in our lives and in the way we live our faith? 
24. What caused Israel’s downfall? 
25. What are some of the temptations Christians face in our modern culture? 

* 26. What does this story tell us about why God allows bad things to happen to believers? 
27. What can we learn from this story about the importance of remembering what God has done for 

us? 
* 28. How has the Lord shown compassion to you recently? 

29. What has God used to show you an area of disobedience in your own life? 

Apply It 
* 30. How could you say thank You to God for the compassion He has shown you? 

31. What could you do this week to encourage a leader in your church? 
 


