
Jephthah - Judges 10:6-12:15 
 

Topics:  Abilities, Actions, Challenge, Children, Compassion, Conflict, Consequences, Courage, Criticism, Disobedience, 
Enemies, Forgiveness, Grief, Leadership, Promises, Repentance, Sin, Victory, Vows, War 

Open It 
* 1. Under what circumstances do people often make poor decisions? 

2. When have you ever regretted a decision or promise you made? 
3. What is one consequence you have suffered for a poor decision or choice? 

Explore It 
4. How were the Philistines and Ammonites able to defeat Israel? (10:6-8) 
5. Why did the Lord not save Israel when He had forgiven and delivered them so often in the past? 

(10:11-14) 
6. How did Israel show the Lord that their repentance was sincere? (10:15-16) 
7. How did God respond to Israel’s repentance? (10:16) 
8. What were the Israelites lacking that Jephthah offered? (10:17-11:1) 
9. Why was Jephthah driven out of his family? (11:2-3) 
10. Why did the elders of Gilead get Jephthah? (11:4-6) 
11. What did the elders promise Jephthah if he would help them? (11:8-10) 

* 12. What strategy did Jephthah use to save Israel from the Ammonites? (11:12-29) 
13. What reason did the king of the Ammonites have for attacking Israel? (11:13) 
14. What message did Jephthah send to the Ammonite king? (11:14-27) 
15. How did the king of the Ammonites respond to Jephthah’s message? (11:28) 

* 16. What vow did Jephthah make to the Lord? Why? (11:30-31) 
* 17. What happened as a result of Jephthah’s vow to the Lord? (11:30-39) 

18. Why did Jephthah have to fight the men of Ephraim? (12:1-4) 
19. How did the Gileadites conquer the Ephraimites? (12:4-6) 

Get It 
20. What caused Israel to recognize and repent of their sin? 
21. What has God used in your life to convict you of sin? 
22. What good qualities did Jephthah exemplify? 
23. In what areas of your life do you need to depend more on the Lord? 

* 24. What have you learned from Jephthah about problem solving? 
25. What fatal mistake did Jephthah make? 

* 26. How can we guard against making rash decisions, promises, or agreements? 
27. What does the Lord’s treatment of Israel in this situation reveal about His character? 
28. How does God’s patience and compassion encourage you? 

Apply It 
* 29. What specific steps could you take in the next few days to guard against making hasty and unwise 

promises or decisions? 
30. What could you do today to thank the Lord for His patience and compassion? 

 


