
The Empty Tomb - John 20:1-9 
 

Topics:  Basics of the Faith, Believe, Death, Doctrine, Doubt, Expectations, Fear, Jesus Christ, Prophecy, Resurrection, 
Running, Sorrow, Surprises, Understanding 

Open It 
1. What is one dark moment of your life that ended happily? 

* 2. Why do people visit the grave sites of close friends and family members? 
3. About what sort of news would you get excited right now? 

Explore It 
* 4. What did Mary Magdalene discover when she went to Jesus’ tomb? (20:1) 

5. What did Mary Magdalene tell Peter? When? (20:2) 
6. Who responded to the news Mary brought? (20:3) 

* 7. How did Peter respond to what Mary told him? (20:3) 
8. Who examined Jesus’ tomb? (20:4-5) 
9. What did John discover when he arrived at the tomb? (20:4-5) 
10. What did Peter discover when he arrived at the tomb? (20:6-7) 
11. What did John do after he looked in the tomb? (20:8) 

* 12. How did John respond to what he found in the tomb? (20:8) 
13. What did Peter and John not understand even after they visited Jesus’ empty tomb? (20:9) 

Get It 
14. Why do you think Mary went to the tomb? 

* 15. If you had been either Mary, Peter, or John, what thoughts would have run through your mind 
when you discovered the empty tomb? 

16. When have you made an exciting, unexpected discovery? 
17. How do you usually respond to life’s unexpected events? 

* 18. What motivates us to share our surprises (both pleasant and unpleasant) with other people? 
19. When has a positive happening in your life appeared at first to be a confusing, unfortunate, or 

tragic event? 

Apply It 
20. What truths of the gospel do you want to investigate more closely over the next few weeks? How 

can you? 
* 21. Whom do you need to tell about the empty tomb of Christ? How? 

22. How can you celebrate the resurrection of Christ next Easter? 
 


