
Jesus Before Pilate - John 18:28-40 
 

Topics:  Acceptance, Ambition, Consequences, Fear, Jesus Christ, Justice, Kingdom of God/Heaven, Law, Legalism, 
Obedience, Opposition, Peer Pressure, Position, Priorities, Rationalizing, Rules, Status, Truth 

Open It 
* 1. How might a politician rationalize his or her bending of the rules in order to please a group of 

concerned citizens? 
2. When have you been tempted to do what works rather than what’s right? 

Explore It 
3. Why didn’t the Jews who lead Jesus to the Roman governor enter the palace? (18:28) 
4. How did the Jews introduce Jesus to the governor Pilate? (18:28-30) 

* 5. What did Pilate want the Jews to do with Jesus? (18:31) 
6. How was prophecy fulfilled by this event? (18:32) 
7. What question did Pilate ask Jesus? (18:33) 
8. What question did Jesus ask Pilate in reply? (18:34) 
9. What did Jesus tell Pilate about His kingdom? (18:36) 

* 10. How did Jesus affirm Pilate? (18:37) 
11. What last question did Pilate have for Jesus? (18:38) 

* 12. What choice did Pilate present to the Jews? (18:38-39) 
13. What choice did the Jews make? (18:40) 

Get It 
14. Why is it easier to observe religious traditions than to love other people? 

* 15. When have you felt betrayed or used by people hiding behind religious motives? 
* 16. When, like Jesus, have you been willing to stand your ground regardless of the consequences? 

17. When, like Pilate, have you been willing to sacrifice your principles in order to do something self-
serving? 

18. How would you answer the question, “What is truth?” 
19. How is Jesus the King in your life? 

Apply It 
* 20. In what settings might you need to stand up for the truth this week regardless of the 

consequences? 
21. What is one way you can rearrange your priorities this week in honor of God as King over you? 

 


