
The Death of Lazarus - John 11:1-16 
 

Topics:  Believe, Challenge, Circumstances, Darkness, Death, Glory, God, God’s Will, Jesus Christ, Light, Mission, 
Mourning, Sickness, Sin 

Open It 
1. What polite phrases do we use to describe death? 

* 2. When has someone you’ve known died unexpectedly? 

Explore It 
3. What was wrong with Lazarus? (11:1) 
4. To whom was Lazarus related? (11:2) 
5. How did Jesus get word about Lazarus? (11:3) 

* 6. Why did Jesus say Lazarus was sick? (11:4) 
7. What did Jesus do when He heard about Lazarus? (11:6) 
8. Why did Jesus’ disciples respond negatively to Jesus’ plan to return to Judea? (11:7-8) 
9. How did Jesus answer His disciples’ hesitancy about returning to Judea? (11:9-10) 
10. What did Jesus say had happened to Lazarus? (11:11) 

* 11. How did the disciples misunderstand Jesus? (11:12) 
12. What did Jesus mean when he used the word “sleeping”? (11:13-14) 

* 13. Why did Jesus say that He was glad He wasn’t with Lazarus? (11:15) 
14. What melancholic suggestion did Thomas make? (11:16) 

Get It 
15. How would you respond if you heard that a good friend was very sick? 

* 16. When have you thought you had a better plan for your life than the one God was working out? 
17. In what way has God used sickness in your life or the life of another to bring someone to 

Himself? 
18. Why would God choose to use sickness to bring someone to Himself? 
19. What shortcoming or disability in your life has God chosen to use to draw others to Himself? 

* 20. How would you respond differently from the way Jesus did if you heard that a good friend had 
died? 

21. When have you felt that you had to perform a task regardless of the obstacles in your path? 
22. What gave you the confidence to pursue a hard task that others strongly opposed? 
23. When have you felt misunderstood by your friends or family? 

Apply It 
24. To what unfulfilled task that God has given you will you recommit yourself today? 

* 25. What shortcomings or weaknesses in your life will you give to God in prayer, that He may use 
them to bring glory to Himself? 

 


