
The Flight to Egypt - Jeremiah 40:7-45:5 
 

Topics:  Abundance, Anger, Answers, Believe, Compassion, Death, Deceit, Desires, Disobedience, Enemies, Escape, Evil, 
Faithfulness, Fear, Forget, Fruit, Grief, Guidance, Humility, Husbands, Idolatry, Instructions, Law, Leadership, Life, 
Listening, Lying, Murder, Name, Obedience, Pain, People, Plans, Prayer, Promises, Prophecy, Punishment, Questions, 
Remembering, Rest, Restoration, Salvation, Serving, Sin, Sorrow, Stubbornness, Suffering, Swearing, Vows, War, Worship 

Open It 
* 1. Whom do you know who has been too trusting and suffered because he or she refused to believe 

ill of another person? 
2. What traditional superstitions were you taught as you were growing up? 

Explore It 
3. How did the governor appointed by the Babylonians reassure the small fighting force that 

remained in the land after the Babylonians withdrew? (40:7-10) 
4. How did the remnant of people in the land of Judah grow and begin to prosper? (40:11-12) 
5. What warning did some of the commanders give to Gedaliah, the appointed governor? (40:13-14) 
6. How did Johanan propose to solve the threat against Gedaliah, which he perceived as potentially 

disastrous to the whole remnant? (40:15) 
7. How did Gedaliah respond to Johanan’s desire to protect him? (40:16) 
8. What devious plan was carried out by Ishmael and his followers? (41:1-3) 
9. What evil deeds did Ishmael add to his murder of Gedaliah? (41:4-10) 
10. What transpired when Johanan caught up to Ishmael? (41:11-15) 
11. What did Johanan assume the remaining faithful people would have to do since Gedaliah had 

been murdered? (41:16-18) 
12. What request did Johanan and the people with him make of the prophet Jeremiah? (42:1-3) 

* 13. What promises did Jeremiah and the people make to one another? (42:4-6) 
14. What positive commands and reassuring words did Jeremiah bring from God? (42:7-12) 
15. What warning did God have for the people in anticipation of their intended disobedience? (42:13-

18) 
16. Of what fatal mistake did Jeremiah accuse the remnant of Judah? (42:19-22) 

* 17. How did Johanan and the other leaders rationalize their disobedience? (43:1-3) 
18. Who were the people who entered Egypt, some of them against their will? (43:4-7) 
19. When he was at Tahpanhes with the others, what symbolic action did God tell Jeremiah to take, 

and what was the meaning? (43:8-13) 
20. For what sin did God, through Jeremiah, remind the people that He had punished Judah and 

Jerusalem? (44:1-6) 
21. Why was Jeremiah amazed that the remnant had not learned a lesson from all that had happened 

before? (44:7-10) 
22. What did God say He would do to all those determined to go to Egypt for protection? (44:11-14) 

* 23. What superstitious belief did the people cite as they defied Jeremiah openly? (44:15-19) 
24. How did Jeremiah proceed to correct their thinking about the real cause of their misfortune? 

(44:20-23) 
25. With what vow did God answer the people’s vow to continue worshiping the “Queen of Heaven”? 

(44:24-28) 
26. What did God promise to do to the pharaoh of Egypt, whom the Israelites considered an ally 

against Babylon? (44:29-30) 
27. Why was the scribe, Baruch, feeling sorry for himself? (45:1-3) 
28. How did God respond to Baruch’s self-pity? (45:4-5) 



Get It 
29. What mistake on the part of a well-meaning governor kept the remnant of poor people and 

fugitive soldiers from prospering after the Babylonian conquest? 
* 30. How did reliance on their own wisdom and preconceptions about God’s answer get Johanan and 

his fellow leaders into trouble? 
31. What (other than fear of the Babylonians) led the people to ignore God and His prophet, 

Jeremiah? 
32. Why did Jeremiah call the disobedience of the people who insisted on fleeing to Egypt a fatal 

mistake? 
33. Why do people swear oaths that they don’t really intend to keep? 
34. Why are some people willing to attribute their misfortune to God’s indifference or powerlessness 

rather than to their own sins? 
35. When have you felt discouraged because of how long you have endured hardship in doing the 

right thing? 
* 36. What blessings will follow if we allow God’s loving-kindness to be our reward for faithfulness? 

Apply It 
37. In what area of your life do you need to pray for God’s perspective on human evil? 

* 38. What initial steps can you take to refocus on the eternal rather than the earthly rewards when you 
face discouragement in serving the Lord? 

 


