
The Fall of Jerusalem - Jeremiah 39:1-40:6 
 

Topics:  Choices, Disobedience, Favoritism, Fear, Freedom, Gifts, History, Home, Life, Murder, People, Poor, Punishment, 
Running, Salvation, Sin, Trust, War 

Open It 
* 1. What is your favorite story, true or fictional, of a total reversal of fortunes? 

2. What do you think of the idea that the captain should go down with the ship? Why? 

Explore It 
3. What happened to Jerusalem? (39:1-3) 
4. What did the king of Judah and his soldiers do when the Babylonians entered the city? (39:4) 

* 5. What happened to Zedekiah and his troops because they decided to flee? (39:5-7) 
6. What was left of the kingdom of Judah when the Babylonians finally left? (39:8-10) 
7. What happened to the prophet Jeremiah when the Babylonians took the city? (39:11-14) 

* 8. What words of comfort did Jeremiah have on the eve of the Babylonian victory for the man who 
had rescued him from the cistern? (39:15-18) 

9. Where was Jeremiah when the Babylonian commander of the guard came looking for him in order 
to carry out the king’s instructions? (40:1-2) 

* 10. What did Nebuzaradan understand about what had just transpired in Judah? (40:2-3) 
11. What choices were given to Jeremiah about where he would live? (40:4-5) 
12. Where did Jeremiah choose to stay after he was freed by the Babylonians? (40:6) 

Get It 
13. Although Zedekiah had been installed as a puppet king for the Babylonians, why did he run in 

fear when they finally took the city? 
14. Why would the Babylonians have left a few poor people and given them property? 

* 15. What can we learn about Jeremiah’s character and motives from the fact that he chose to stay with 
his people rather than receive honor in Babylon? 

* 16. What is revealed about God’s character through His concern for Ebed-Melech? 
17. How would you respond to the self-imposed suffering of someone who had ignored your previous 

warnings about the consequences of a specific behavior? 

Apply It 
18. What immediate action can you take this week concerning a warning from God’s Word? 

* 19. What person of faith could you study in the coming weeks in order to learn how to take a stand for 
God’s righteousness while maintaining compassion for sinners? 

 


