
Jeremiah in Prison - Jeremiah 37:1-38:28 
 

Topics:  Abandon, Accusation, Advice, Anger, Answers, Choices, Conversation, Death, Deceit, Discouragement, Escape, 
Fear, Freedom, Friendship, Goodness, Instructions, Leadership, Life, Listening, Mercy, Murder, Obedience, Opposition, 
Prayer, Prophecy, Questions, Swearing, Trust, Words 

Open It 
* 1. What story of a dramatic rescue has stayed in your mind? Why? 

2. How have you coped with news that wasn’t what you wanted to hear? 

Explore It 
3. How did Zedekiah become king of Judah? (37:1) 
4. What request did Zedekiah make of Jeremiah? (37:2-3) 
5. What is revealed about the city of Jerusalem at the beginning of this story? (37:5) 

* 6. Despite the fact that the situation seemed to be looking up, what bad news did Jeremiah tell the 
king? (37:6-8) 

7. Why was Jeremiah put in prison? (37:11-15) 
* 8. What question did the king ask Jeremiah in secret? (37:17) 

9. How did Jeremiah answer the king? (37:17) 
10. On what basis did Jeremiah plead his case with King Zedekiah? (37:18-20) 
11. Where did the king order that Jeremiah be held instead of the dungeon in Jonathan’s house? 

(37:21) 
12. What did some of the officials find out that Jeremiah was telling the people? (38:1-3) 
13. What punishment did the officials propose to the king? (38:4) 
14. How did the king respond to the officials’ demand? (38:5) 
15. Where was Jeremiah’s place of imprisonment? (38:6) 
16. Who appealed to the king on behalf of Jeremiah? (38:7-9) 
17. What happened in response to Ebed-Melech’s appeal? (38:7-13) 
18. Where did Jeremiah stay after his rescue? (38:11-13) 
19. Why was Jeremiah hesitant to answer the king’s request to give him a straightforward answer? 

(38:14-15) 
20. After Zedekiah had sworn not to harm him, what did Jeremiah reveal about God’s plans? (38:16-

18) 
21. Why was Zedekiah afraid to obey God and surrender to the Babylonians? (38:19) 

* 22. What specifics did Jeremiah tell the king about what would happen if he did, or didn’t, obey God? 
(38:20-23) 

23. Because it was dangerous for them to have talked, what did Zedekiah tell Jeremiah to say when he 
was questioned about his conversation with the king? (38:24-26) 

24. Where was Jeremiah when the city of Jerusalem was captured? (38:28) 

Get It 
25. Where were the people of Jerusalem looking for help against the Babylonian siege? 
26. Why was Jeremiah so unpopular with the officials of Jerusalem and the temple? 
27. How was Jeremiah taking action on his own prophecy about the future when he was apprehended 

by his enemies? 
* 28. When has obedience to God required you to make a decision you knew would be unpopular with 

others? 
29. What contributes to a climate in which God-respecting people are harassed, mocked, ridiculed, or 

even harmed? 
* 30. What are people acknowledging when they turn to God in times of confusion or trouble? 



Apply It 
31. How might you be able to plead the case of a helpless person in the weeks to come? 

* 32. What step can you take this week toward developing the faith to obey God even when His will is 
not necessarily what you want? 

 


