
Assyria, the Lord’s Instrument - Isaiah 8:1-22 
 

Topics:  Bitterness, Children, Darkness, Fear, Hiding, Holiness, Instructions, Law, Occult, Plans, Punishment, Rejection, 
Trust, War, Witnessing 

Open It 
1. Whom do you know whose name was chosen by his or her parents because of its meaning? 

* 2. When have you had the experience of disagreeing with almost everyone around you as to the best 
course of action? 

Explore It 
3. What message of warning did God tell Isaiah to write as a large public sign? (8:1) 
4. What two men did God call upon to support Isaiah in his prophecy? (8:2) 
5. What did God tell Isaiah to name his son? (8:3) 
6. To what imminent event in the history of Samaria and Damascus was Isaiah’s son’s name meant 

to refer? (8:4) 
7. In what other nation was Judah more likely to put its trust than in God Himself? (8:5-6) 
8. What metaphor did the Lord use to describe how Assyria would punish Judah? (8:7-8) 
9. How did Isaiah express his confidence that Judah would not be completely destroyed by the 

invaders? (8:9-10) 
* 10. What did God expressly direct Isaiah not to do? (8:11) 

11. About what sorts of facts was the reasoning of the people reversed? (8:12) 
* 12. How did God want His people to respond to Him? (8:13) 

13. What images are given to illustrate a variety of people’s responses to God? (8:14-15) 
14. What and whom did Isaiah know to be completely reliable, despite what others might say or 

believe? (8:16-17) 
15. What action did Isaiah take concerning what God said? (8:16-17) 

* 16. How did Isaiah see himself and his family? (8:18) 
17. What did Isaiah have to say to those who recommended seeking guidance through the occult? 

(8:19-20) 
18. How did Isaiah predict that the mediums and their followers would react to the circumstances they 

had incorrectly predicted? (8:21-22) 

Get It 
19. How was Isaiah’s family drawn into his ministry as a prophet? 
20. What would enable you to stand firm against the majority opinion? 

* 21. How can fear of people or circumstances actually work against our faith? 
22. What different sources of advice and guidance do people consult in our society? 

* 23. Under what circumstances might we stumble and fall over our perception of who God is? 
24. Who would you consider a symbol of faithfulness for Christians today? Why? 
25. How have you seen people who don’t worship God blame or curse God when they encounter 

hardship? 

Apply It 
26. How can you guard against the temptation to seek guidance from sources that counter God’s 

wisdom? 
* 27. What current fears do you want to place under God now through prayer? 
 


