
Hezekiah’s Illness - Isaiah 38:1-39:8 
 

Topics:  Children, Consequences, Death, Delegation, Faithfulness, Forgiveness, Gifts, Goodness, Grace, Health, Humility, 
Instructions, Judgment, Life, Love, Mourning, Parents, Peace, Praise, Prayer, Prophecy, Questions, Remembering, 
Salvation, Security, Sickness, Sin, Wealth 

Open It 
* 1. How does it feel to learn that the bad news you are hearing applies to others but not to you? 

2. What would you do if you learned that you had exactly three months to live? 
3. What philosophies have you heard concerning the timing of our deaths as human beings? 

Explore It 
4. What message did God send via Isaiah to the good king Hezekiah when he became gravely ill? 

(38:1) 
* 5. What was Hezekiah’s reaction to the prophecy about his imminent death? (38:2-3) 

6. To what did Hezekiah appeal in asking for more time on this earth? (38:3) 
7. What two specific promises did God make in answer to Hezekiah’s prayers? (38:4-5) 
8. How did God contradict natural laws in order to give Hezekiah a sign? (38:7-8) 
9. What were some of the images used by Hezekiah in his song to describe his anguish upon 

learning that he would soon die? (38:9-14) 
10. How did Hezekiah acknowledge God as the source of his healing? (38:15-16) 

* 11. How did Hezekiah view his physical and mental suffering after he was delivered? (38:17) 
12. What did Hezekiah see as the duty of those to whom God gives the gift of life? (38:18-19) 
13. What details did Isaiah add about how God brought about Hezekiah’s healing and why God gave 

a sign that these events would happen? (38:21-22) 
14. What king sent envoys to Hezekiah after hearing of his illness and recovery? (39:1) 
15. What was the nature of the tour that Hezekiah gave the Babylonian envoys? (39:2) 
16. What two questions did Isaiah have for Hezekiah concerning the foreign visitors? (39:3-4) 

* 17. What did Isaiah prophesy about the future of Judah when he learned about the visitors from 
Babylon? (39:5-7) 

18. How did Hezekiah react to Isaiah’s sobering prophecy? (39:8) 

Get It 
19. How else might Hezekiah have reacted when Isaiah told him he would die from his current 

illness? 
20. What positive events resulted from the potential tragedy of Hezekiah? 

* 21. Why is, or is not, death the worst thing that can happen to us? 
22. In general, what might make a person want to keep living? 
23. In general, why would a person actually desire to die? 
24. What do you think motivated Hezekiah to show the Babylonians all of his treasure? 
25. How did Hezekiah’s reaction to the second prophecy differ from his reaction to the first? 
26. What is good or bad about being resigned to God’s will? 

Apply It 
* 27. From what bad news in your life might you ask the Holy Spirit to help you learn? 

28. Upon what trial can you look back and see that God had your best interests in mind, even in 
allowing you to go through it? 

 


