
Sennacherib Threatens Jerusalem - Isaiah 36:1-22 
 

Topics:  Answers, Bargaining, Confidence, Deceit, Delegation, Enemies, Listening, Mourning, Peace, Questions, Salvation, 
Silence, Trust, Words, Worship 

Open It 
* 1. When have you seen high or low morale determine the outcome of a challenging situation? 

2. When have you been persuaded that it is fruitless to fight against some group of people, trend, or 
opposing opinion? 

Explore It 
3. What enemy moved against Judah during King Hezekiah’s reign? (36:1) 
4. Who did Hezekiah send to meet the field commander of the king of Assyria? (36:2-3) 

* 5. What sources of help did the king of Assyria belittle for their supposed inability to help Judah 
sustain a rebellion? (36:4-7) 

6. How did the field commander taunt Judah’s representatives about their helplessness? (36:8-9) 
* 7. What final blow did the field commander deal to the morale of the people of Judah? (36:10) 

8. Why did the officials from Jerusalem ask the Assyrian field commander to speak to them in 
Aramaic? (36:11) 

9. Why did the commander refuse to change languages for communication purposes? (36:12) 
10. What message did the commander address directly to the people on the wall of the city? (36:13-

15) 
11. For what reasons did the Assyrian urge the people of Jerusalem to surrender? (36:16-17) 

* 12. Why was the Assyrian field commander convinced that God could not help the people of 
Jerusalem? (36:18-20) 

13. Why didn’t the people on the wall of Jerusalem reply to the Assyrian when he spoke to them? 
(36:21) 

14. With what attitude did Hezekiah’s delegation bring him the news of the encounter with the 
Assyrian? (36:22) 

Get It 
* 15. What was the Assyrian field commander’s purpose in approaching the city ahead of the army? 

16. Why was humility and mourning an appropriate response on the part of the leaders of Judah? 
17. What falsehood stands out among the Assyrian’s true assessments of the predicament of 

Jerusalem? 
18. Why would it be useful for an enemy to undermine your confidence in your leaders? 
19. In what ways have other people, or you yourself, belittled or mocked you for your faith in God? 

* 20. How can Christians stand firm even when they are aware of their own weakness and the strength 
of an enemy? 

Apply It 
* 21. What options are open to you in the coming week to deepen your understanding of the character 

of God so that you will not be shaken by the lies of the Enemy? 
22. What criticisms of your “weakness” of faith, or doubts of your own, do you need to dismiss or 

ignore as a symptom of unbelief? 
 


