
Woes - Isaiah 28:1-31:9 
 

Topics:  Abundance, Anger, Awe, Beauty, Blessing, Compassion, Covenant, Darkness, Death, Decisions, Drinking, 
Enemies, Evil, Fear, Grace, Healing, Heart, Help, Hiding, Holiness, Holy Spirit, Honor, Humility, Hypocrisy, Idolatry, 
Instructions, Joy, Justice, Listening, Lying, Mourning, Name, Plans, Poor, Power, Pride, Prophecy, Protection, Punishment, 
Rebellion, Rejection, Repentance, Rest, Right, Righteousness, Rules, Salvation, Shame, Sin, Strength, Stubbornness, 
Teaching, Trust, Understanding, Waiting, Wisdom, Words, Worship 

Open It 
1. What rules or laws in our society tend to be flaunted by a large number of people? 
2. When have you depended on someone only to discover that he or she has let you down? 

* 3. What are some examples of lessons that you have had to learn the hard way? 

Explore It 
4. How did God illustrate the pride of Ephraim? (28:1-4) 
5. What images did God give for the relationship He wanted with His people? (28:5-6) 
6. How did God see the religious leaders who led the people astray? (28:7-8) 
7. What were the people saying about Isaiah and his harsh teachings? (28:9-10) 
8. How did Isaiah say that the people would be taught if they didn’t listen to him? (28:11-13) 
9. Why did the rulers of Jerusalem think they had exempted themselves from the coming 

destruction? (28:14-15) 
10. What did God reveal as the true source of security for His people? (28:16) 
11. What would the people of Israel discover about their supposed refuge? (28:17-20) 
12. How did Isaiah use the imagery of a farmer to communicate that God will not totally destroy? 

(28:23-29) 
13. According to Isaiah, what would become of Ariel (Jerusalem), the “Lion of God”? (29:1-4) 
14. What are the various word pictures used to describe God’s punishment of the enemies of 

Jerusalem? (29:5-8) 
15. In what different ways did Isaiah express the fact that God’s ways had been revealed but the 

people didn’t understand them? (29:9-12) 
* 16. Why did Isaiah condemn the worship of the people of his day? (29:10-14) 

17. What sorts of hidden deeds did God promise to bring into the open and address with His justice? 
(29:15-21) 

* 18. What new relationship would God bring about between Himself and His people? (29:22-24) 
19. What did God predict about the alliance with which Judah sought to protect itself from Assyria? 

(30:1-5) 
20. At the same time they sent gifts to buy the favor of Egypt, what did the people say to the prophets 

(such as Isaiah) who were telling them the truth? (30:6-11) 
21. How did God respond to the variety of disobedience Judah practiced? (30:12-17) 

* 22. In the middle of their rebellion, what was God holding out to the people? (30:18) 
23. What did Isaiah prophesy about the ultimate reconciliation between God and His people? (30:19-

26) 
24. How did Isaiah describe the way God would rescue His people from their enemies? (30:27-33) 
25. What did Isaiah insist would be the outcome of reliance on Egypt? (31:1-3) 
26. To what wild animal did Isaiah compare the Lord’s vengeance against Israel’s enemies? (31:4-9) 

Get It 
27. How do you respond when a younger person talks back to you? 
28. Why do people often feel there is security to be gained outside of God? 
29. What is the biggest obstacle to human relationships with God? 

* 30. Why do you think people bother to go through the forms of worship if they don’t mean them? 



* 31. How can you tell if someone is sincere when he or she speaks of loving God? 
32. What injustice has been done to you which will have to wait for God’s vengeance? 
33. Of what instances are you aware in which Christians have asked not to be told God’s perspective 

on their actions? 

Apply It 
* 34. What steps can you take to make sure that your worship is heartfelt, not just an act? 

35. What is one practical way you could place your sense of security in God? 
 


