
A Rebellious Nation - Isaiah 1:1-31 
 

Topics:  Burdens, Children, Comparisons, Evil, Faithfulness, Forgiveness, Guilt, Hardheartedness, Hatred, Hypocrisy, 
Ignorance, Justice, Law, Mercy, Obedience, Pleasure, Prayer, Prophecy, Punishment, Purity, Rebellion, Repentance, 
Restoration, Revenge, Righteousness, Sacrifice, Shame, Sickness, Sin, Understanding 

Open It 
* 1. How do you answer people who say that it is hypocrisy within the church that keeps them from 

believing? 
2. What sort of circumstances might make parents unsympathetic to their children’s requests? 

Explore It 
* 3. During the reigns of which kings did Isaiah see visions from God concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem? (1:1) 
4. What uncomplimentary images did God use to describe His people? (1:2-3) 
5. What had Israel done to God by this stage in their history? (1:4) 
6. How had God attempted, but failed, to get through to Israel? (1:5-8) 
7. What prevented Israel from becoming just like Sodom and Gomorrah? (1:9) 

* 8. How did God feel about the many religious celebrations going on in Judah? (1:10-14) 
9. How did God promise to react to the prayers of the people of Judah? (1:15) 
10. What behaviors did God expect of His own people? (1:15-17) 
11. What wonderful offer did God make to His people? (1:18) 

* 12. Under what conditions would God’s people receive God’s blessing, and under what conditions 
would they lose it? (1:19-20) 

13. What contrasts did Isaiah use to give a “before and after” picture of God’s people? (1:21-23) 
14. What did God promise to do for Israel for their own good? (1:24-26) 
15. How did God intend to treat the repentant and the unrepentant differently? (1:27-28) 
16. How did God predict that Israel would come to feel about her current behavior? (1:29-31) 

Get It 
17. Why do you suppose Isaiah’s ministry lasted through a succession of several kings in Judah? 
18. How would Isaiah’s listeners have felt about being compared to Sodom and Gomorrah? 

* 19. How could God have no pleasure in sacrifices and worship practices He had instituted? 
20. What are some religious activities that fail to please God? 

* 21. Who are our modern-day oppressed, fatherless, and widows? 
22. What does God want us to do with the shame we feel about sins we commit every day? 
23. What is meaningful to you about the image of a piece of cloth, once dyed deep red, becoming 

white again? 
24. What does it mean to “go through the motions” with regard to Christian faith? 
25. In what ways have you “gone through the motions” of being a Christian? 

Apply It 
* 26. In what practical way can you make God’s concern for the helpless more a part of your daily life? 

27. To what can you pay special attention in the coming weeks to make your worship alive and vital? 
 


