
A Prophecy Against Babylon - Isaiah 13:1-14:23 
 

Topics:  Anger, Blasphemy, Compassion, Death, Evil, Fear, Glory, Humility, Judgment, Oppressed, Pain, Praise, Pride, 
Prophecy, Punishment, Rejection, Remembering, Running, Sin, Slavery, Suffering, War, Weaknesses 

Open It 
* 1. How would you attempt to survive if America were completely ravaged by war and destruction? 

2. What feelings accompany a surprise victory by the underdog team for which you rooted? 

Explore It 
3. To whom did God reveal the future destruction of Babylon even before it achieved the height of 

its power? (13:1) 
4. What are some of the images Isaiah used to illustrate the power of God to be mustered against 

Babylon? (13:1-5) 
5. How does the prophecy express the terror that will be felt by the Babylonians? (13:6-8) 
6. What strange events would signal the day of the Lord (day of judgment)? (13:9-13) 
7. What would be the primary reason for God’s judgment of Babylon? (13:11) 
8. How did Isaiah describe the helplessness and terror that would pervade Babylon? (13:14-16) 
9. What nation would be God’s instrument against Babylon? (13:17) 
10. How would the Medes’s goals of warfare be distinctly cruel? (13:17-18) 

* 11. What images of desolation contrast with the glory and pride that Babylon experienced at its 
height? (13:19-22) 

* 12. What pleasant reversals did Isaiah prophesy for the people of Israel? (14:1-2) 
13. How did Isaiah say the Israelites would be able to taunt their former oppressors? (14:3-8) 
14. How would the spirits of those in the grave greet the spirits of the Babylonians? (14:9-11) 

* 15. How did Isaiah describe Babylon’s opinion of itself before its fall? (14:12-15) 
16. What would be hard for other nations to comprehend about the total destruction of Babylon? 

(14:16-17) 
17. What ultimate indignities did God have in store for an arrogant nation? (14:18-23) 

Get It 
18. For what purpose do you think God revealed events in the distant future to the Israelites of 

Isaiah’s day? 
19. Although God intended to use Babylon to punish Israel, what did He know about the heart of this 

people? 
* 20. Why was it important for God’s people to realize that God saw the haughtiness and cruelty of the 

Babylonians? 
21. In what way is it easier to endure persecution if you have an assurance that the tables will 

eventually be turned? 
* 22. How is it both wise and unwise to fear the cruelty of which powerful people are capable? 

Apply It 
* 23. What promise of God can fortify your faith as you think about a difficulty you face this week? 

24. What is one way you could warn someone in authority about God’s standards regarding the use 
and abuse of power? 

 


