
Judah and Tamar - Genesis 38:1-30 
 

Topics:  Accusation, Adultery, Consequences, Death, Deceit, Desires, Emotions, Guilt, Husbands, Immorality, Life-style, 
Lust, Marriage, Morality, Punishment, Sex, Sin, Society, Temptation, Traditions, Wives 

Open It 
* 1. What makes sex such a powerful advertising theme? 

2. What are some of the double standards that exist for men and women in our society? 

Explore It 
3. What did Judah do? (38:1-5) 
4. Who were the main people in this story, and what sort of people were they? (38:1-30) 
5. Whom did Er marry, and what happened to him? (38:6-7) 
6. What did Judah tell Onan to do, what did he do, and what happened to him? (38:8-10) 
7. Why did Onan die? (38:8-10) 
8. What did Tamar do? (38:11) 
9. Why did Tamar go to live in her father’s house? (38:11) 
10. What did Tamar do when she heard that Judah had gone to Timnah? (38:13-14) 

* 11. What happened to Judah and Tamar in Timnah? (38:15-19) 
* 12. What did Judah do about his promise? (38:20-23) 

13. How did Judah respond to the news about Tamar? (38:24) 
* 14. How did Judah respond when he found out the truth? (38:25-26) 

15. What happened when Tamar gave birth? (38:27-30) 

Get It 
16. In what ways was Judah inconsistent in his morals? 
17. How is a person’s character revealed in his or her behavior? 
18. What’s wrong with not fulfilling an obligation? 
19. What intense desires often get people into trouble? 
20. Why might a person be eager to see someone else punished for his or her sin when he himself has 

committed the same sin? 
* 21. What makes sexual sin so tempting? 

22. What are some of the consequences of sexual immorality? 
* 23. How should we deal with the temptation to engage in sexual immorality? 

24. How should we deal with our past sexual sins? 
25. What temptations to sexual sin are there in today’s society? 
26. What is one area of your behavior or life-style in which you need to be more consistent? 

Apply It 
27. What activity do you want to start or stop because of your Christian identity? 

* 28. What can you do this week to avoid or guard against sexual temptation? 
 


