
Jacob Flees from Laban - Genesis 31:1-36:43 
 

Topics:  Achievements, Blessing, Children, Conflict, Covenant, Death, Deceit, Envy, Family, Forgiveness, God, Habits, 
Idolatry, Jealousy, Parents, Persistence, Pride, Promises, Reconciliation, Relationships, Revenge, Security, Sex, Success, 
Wealth, Worship 

Open It 
* 1. Which is harder for you: to ask for forgiveness from someone you have wronged or to forgive 

someone who has wronged you? 
2. To whom in your family are you closest and why? 
3. What do people try to run away from? 

Explore It 
4. Why did Jacob flee from Laban and return to his native land? (31:1-13) 
5. What significant events in the life of Jacob are described in these verses? (31:1-36:43) 
6. How did Rachel and Leah respond to the plan to leave? (31:14-20) 
7. What did Rachel take with her? (31:14-20) 
8. What was Laban looking for among Jacob’s possessions, and why didn’t he find it? (31:22-35) 

* 9. How did Jacob prepare for his meeting with Esau? (32:1-21) 
10. With whom did Jacob wrestle, and what promise did Jacob elicit from him? (32:22-31) 

* 11. What happened when Jacob met Esau? (33:1-20) 
* 12. What happened to Jacob’s daughter Dinah, and what did Jacob’s sons do about it? (34:1-29) 

13. What did God tell Jacob to do, and how did Jacob respond? (35:1-7) 
14. What did God promise Jacob, and what was Jacob’s response? (35:9-15) 
15. How did Rachel die? (35:16-19) 
16. Who were Jacob’s sons? (35:22-26) 
17. How old was Isaac when he died, and who buried him? (35:27-29) 
18. Who were Esau’s descendants? (36:1-40) 

Get It 
19. On what idols do people in our society depend? 
20. Why might someone else’s success or prosperity cause us to become jealous or envious? 
21. How can we avoid being jealous about another person’s success? 

* 22. How should we resolve our problems and conflicts with other people? 
23. To what idols do you tend to cling for security? 
24. What good habits of Jacob should we imitate? 
25. Why is it difficult to reconcile broken relationships? 

* 26. Why is it difficult to forgive someone who has wronged you in the past? 
27. Concerning what does God require our persistence? 
28. What’s the best way to satisfy our desire for justice? 
29. How should we respond to our encounters with God and His blessing? 

Apply It 
30. What can you do to guard against jealousy toward people who succeed or prosper more than you? 
31. What idol to which you have clung will you remove from your life this week? 

* 32. What broken or damaged relationship can you work to reconcile this week? 
 


