
Tattenai’s Letter to Darius - Ezra 5:1-17 
 

Topics:  Accomplishments, Achievements, Answers, Authority, Consequences, Determination, Doubt, Enemies, Evidence, 
History, Opposition, Perseverance, Questions, Restoration, Teamwork, Work 

Open It 
* 1. Under what circumstances do you find it difficult to persevere in doing what is right? 

2. When have you faced opposition from others for doing the right thing? 

Explore It 
3. Who are the prophets in this passage? (5:1) 
4. In whose name did the prophets prophesy? (5:1) 

* 5. How were Zerubbabel and Jeshua able to start rebuilding the temple again? (5:2) 
6. Why did the governor and his associates approach Zerubbabel and Jeshua? (5:3) 
7. What prevented the governor from stopping the work on the temple? (5:5) 
8. Who sent a letter to King Darius? (5:6) 
9. How did the governor describe Israel’s God in his letter to the king? (5:8) 
10. What did the letter to the king say about the Israelites’ work on the temple? (5:8) 

* 11. Why was a letter sent to the king? (5:8-17) 
12. How had the Jewish leaders responded to their enemies’ questions? (5:11-16) 

* 13. How did the Jews view themselves and their work? (5:11) 
14. According to the Jews, why was Israel handed over to their enemies? (5:12) 
15. What had King Cyrus done for Israel? (5:13-15) 
16. What did Tattenai request of King Darius in the letter? (5:17) 

Get It 
17. How is the Lord’s hand evident in this incident? 
18. How was God involved in protecting the Jews from their opponents? 

* 19. When have you experienced God’s protection in your life? 
20. What does this passage reveal about how Christians should view themselves and the work God 

has given them? 
* 21. What have you learned from this study about God’s control over the events of your life, both good 

and bad? 
22. What should be our response to opposition from unbelievers? 
23. In what way did the Jews use their enemies’ persecution as an opportunity for good? 
24. When have you been able to share your faith in a difficult situation? 
25. What difficult circumstance or challenge do you anticipate this week? 

Apply It 
26. How can you turn your next difficult circumstance into an opportunity to minister to others? 

* 27. How can you demonstrate your thankfulness to the Lord for His protection over you? 
 


