
The List of the Exiles Who Returned - Ezra 2:1-70 
 

Topics:  Citizenship, Commitment, Delegation, Evidence, Faithfulness, Family, Freedom, Generosity, Gifts, Heritage, 
Home, Money, Oppressed, Restoration, Tithing 

Open It 
1. If you had to be away from home (the place, not your family) for years, what would you first want 

to do upon returning? 
2. What are some of the reasons people give to charity? 

* 3. What motivates you to give to your church? 

Explore It 
4. Why were the Israelites in exile? (2:1) 
5. Where were the Jews held in captivity? (2:1) 

* 6. What did the Israelites do when they were released from captivity? (2:1)  
7. How did the Jews keep the memories of their homes while in exile? (2:1-2) 
8. Which families were unable to prove their Jewish heritage? (2:59-60) 
9. Why were some of the Israelites excluded from the priesthood? (2:62) 
10. The ratio of servants who returned with their masters was quite high (one to six); what does this 

reveal about the character of the Jews even while exiled? (2:64) 
11. Why were freewill offerings given to the house of the Lord? (2:68) 

* 12. What did the Jews do when they reached Jerusalem? (2:68-69) 
* 13. How was the size of each family’s offering determined? (2:69) 

Get It 
14. What can we learn from this passage about how to deal with difficult circumstances in life? 

* 15. What does this passage teach about the attitude we should have toward any place of worship? 
16. How can you support your own church and its leaders? 
17. How should we determine the size of our financial gifts to God’s work? 

* 18. What gifts can we give to God besides money? 
19. How do you feel when you tithe to the Lord? 
20. In what specific ways do you think the Lord wants you to change your financial habits? 

Apply It 
21. What gift do you want to give to the Lord? 

* 22. What steps could you take in the next few weeks to make your spending, saving, and other uses of 
money an act of worship to God? 

 


