
Idolatry in the Temple - Ezekiel 8:1-18 
 

Topics:  Anger, Darkness, Earth, Evil, Glory, Heaven, Idolatry, Jealousy, Leadership, Listening, Mercy, Mourning, 
Prophecy, Worship 

Open It 
* 1. The last time you had reason, or thought you had reason, to feel jealousy over a close relationship, 

how did it feel? 
2. What feelings would rise up in you if you were to see a pagan rite being observed in your church 

building? 

Explore It 
3. Where was Ezekiel when the vision from God came to him? (8:1) 
4. How did Ezekiel describe the figure who appeared before him? (8:2) 

* 5. Where was Ezekiel transported in his vision? (8:3) 
6. What was the first thing that the man called to Ezekiel’s attention? (8:5) 

* 7. What would soon be the effect of the detestable things that were being done in the temple? (8:6) 
8. What did Ezekiel observe in an inner room after digging through a wall? (8:7-10) 
9. What were the elders of Israel doing in the inner room with the pictures on the walls? (8:11) 

* 10. Why weren’t the elders afraid of introducing idol worship into the temple? (8:12) 
11. What was going on at the entrance to the north gate? (8:14) 
12. What did the man repeat after each situation he showed to Ezekiel? (8:15) 
13. What were twenty-five men doing in the inner court of the temple? (8:16) 
14. Besides the practices in the temple, what sin did God hold against Jerusalem? (8:17) 
15. What did God promise to do to Jerusalem because of its great sin? (8:18) 

Get It 
16. Why would Ezekiel and the elders of Judah with him not have been aware of everything that was 

going on in the temple? 
17. Why do we associate brightness and fire with the holiness of God? 
18. Why would Ezekiel call the pagan gods “idols of jealousy”? 
19. What was the effect of showing Ezekiel one abomination at a time, each worse than the previous 

one? 
* 20. Why does God refuse to share His house with other gods? 

21. Why is it impossible for us to do anything that the Lord does not see? 
* 22. What important aspects of the character of God were either unknown to or ignored by the people 

of Jerusalem in Ezekiel’s time? 
23. Why is it unwise to presume upon the pity of the Lord for sinners? 

Apply It 
* 24. In what area of your life can you ask God to show you how you may have divided loyalties? 

25. If you are in any kind of leadership as a Christian, how can you prevent yourself from leading 
others into unrighteousness? 

 


