
Siege of Jerusalem Symbolized - Ezekiel 4:1-5:17 
 

Topics:  Death, Despair, Idolatry, Law, Prophecy, Punishment, Rebellion, Rejection, Sin, Suffering 

Open It 
1. What sorts of predictions do we count on in our everyday decisions and actions? 

* 2. Why do you think illustrations or dramatizations are useful in getting a verbal message across to 
an audience? 

Explore It 
3. What model did God instruct Ezekiel to build in order to illustrate his first message? (4:1-3) 
4. What was the duration of God’s punishment of Israel as predicted by Ezekiel’s symbolic action? 

(4:4-5) 
5. How long did Ezekiel lie on his right side to illustrate the punishment of Judah? (4:6-8) 
6. What were Ezekiel’s cooking and eating habits supposed to illustrate about what would happen in 

Jerusalem? (4:9-13) 
7. How did God respond when Ezekiel didn’t want to defile himself in order to illustrate the extent 

of the famine? (4:15) 
* 8. According to God, why would Israel and Judah suffer so much? (4:17) 

9. What was Ezekiel to do with each third of the hair he shaved from his own head? (5:1-4) 
10. How had Jerusalem repaid the favor that God had shown? (5:5-7) 
11. How did Jerusalem compare to the pagan nations around her? (5:7) 
12. How was God’s coming punishment to compare with those of the past and the future? (5:9) 
13. To what depths did God predict that people would descend when He punished them? (5:10) 

* 14. What sin prompted God to destroy each third of the people of Jerusalem in the manner predicted 
by Ezekiel? (5:11-12) 

* 15. What did God say the people would know after He vented His wrath? (5:13) 
16. How would other nations respond to the people once favored by God? (5:14-15) 
17. What various forms of suffering and destruction did God predict for His people? (5:16-17) 

Get It 
18. How do you think Ezekiel might have been viewed in his own time? 

* 19. In what different ways might people have responded to Ezekiel’s dramatized prophecies? 
20. What are some of the worst aspects of a prolonged siege? 

* 21. What qualities does a person need in order to do unpopular things in the name of God? 
22. Why might people assume that God’s favor toward a person or a nation is irrevocable? 

Apply It 
* 23. What step of obedience might you ask God to give you the courage to carry through? 

24. What spiritual word of warning do you need to take seriously this coming week? 
 


