
Babylon, God’s Sword of Judgment - Ezekiel 20:45-21:32 
 

Topics:  Anger, Death, Doubt, Evil, Fear, Grief, Guidance, Guilt, Heart, Idolatry, Judgment, Lying, Mourning, Opposition, 
Prophecy, Punishment, Purity, Questions, Rebellion, Restoration, Sin, Testing, War 

Open It 
1. Do you consider yourself a pessimist or an optimist? Why? 

* 2. From what calamities that confront other people do you consider yourself basically immune? 

Explore It 
3. Where did God tell Ezekiel to direct his prophecy? (20:45-46) 
4. What image of natural disaster did God use to illustrate what was about to happen to Judah? 

(20:46-48) 
* 5. What did Ezekiel tell God that the people were likely to say about his prophecy? (20:49) 

6. What new image did God use to describe the destruction to come? (21:3) 
7. Which of the people were to be “cut off” from the land of Judah and Jerusalem? (21:3-4) 
8. What did God intend for the people to understand through the immensity of disaster? (21:5) 
9. What sign was Ezekiel to give through his behavior? (21:6-7) 

* 10. How would the scepter of Judah (symbol of nationhood) stand up to the sharpened sword of 
God’s judgment? (21:8-10) 

11. What emotion was Ezekiel portraying by wailing and beating his breast? (21:11-12) 
12. According to the prophecy, what was going to become of the scepter of Judah? (21:13-17) 
13. What did God reveal in advance that the king of Babylon would decide to do, guided by pagan 

divination? (21:18-22) 
14. Since the people felt they were safe, how would they respond to the approach of the army of 

Babylon? (21:23) 
* 15. Why were the people of Jerusalem going to be taken captive? (21:24) 

16. What did Ezekiel say it would take to restore the throne of Judah? (21:27) 
17. How would the Ammonites be judged for their insulting delight in the destruction of Judah? 

(21:28-32) 

Get It 
* 18. Why did the prophecies contain images of total destruction? 

19. With what reasoning did the people who heard Ezekiel tend to minimize or explain away his 
words? 

20. What nation was represented in the prophecy as the sharpened sword? 
21. Why did God conquer Israel’s enemies, even when Israel was in need of discipline? 
22. What gloomy predictions do you tend to minimize? Why? 

* 23. What can you deduce about Ezekiel’s popularity among the exiles from the messages that he 
delivered? 

24. How would you describe God’s wrath, once kindled? 

Apply It 
25. In what relationships do you need to ask God to strengthen you to be unpopular (if necessary) for 

His sake? 
* 26. How can you reduce the security you feel in your circumstances and increase your dependence 

upon God? 
 


