
The Soul Who Sins Will Die - Ezekiel 18:1-32 
 

Topics:  Accountability, Adultery, Change, Children, Death, Evil, Fairness, Generosity, Greed, Guilt, Heart, Idolatry, 
Injustice, Judgment, Justice, Law, Life, Parents, Punishment, Questions, Remembering, Repentance, Right, Righteousness, 
Salvation, Sin, Unfaithfulness 

Open It 
* 1. Why do we like to have a ready excuse for our failings should they come to light? 

2. What examples do you know of parents of poor character who have had children of excellent 
character? 

Explore It 
3. What parable was current in Israel that God wanted to correct? (18:1-3) 

* 4. Whose sin did God say has the power to condemn a person to death? (18:4) 
5. From what sinful activities does God’s “righteous man” abstain? (18:5-8) 
6. What positive activities are part of the righteous person’s life? (18:5-9) 
7. What will happen to the “violent son” of a righteous person who commits the sins his or her father 

avoided? (18:10-13) 
8. In Ezekiel’s story, how does the violent son’s son respond to what he sees in his father? (18:14-

17) 
9. How would God judge the son who did not follow the evil practices of his father? (18:17) 
10. Whose actions are the final determiner of every soul’s fate? (18:19-20) 
11. How does God feel about a wicked person who repents? (18:21-23) 

* 12. What happens to a righteous person’s good deeds if he or she later turns to sin? (18:24) 
13. By what logic does God explain His justice through Ezekiel? (18:25-29) 

* 14. What does God call each person to do in light of His coming judgment? (18:30) 
15. What new things does a repentant person possess? (18:31) 
16. What does God desire for each soul He has created? (18:32) 

Get It 
17. What can we infer about why the Jews of Ezekiel’s day felt they were suffering? 
18. How would it affect our motivation to live a righteous life if we could indeed be punished for our 

parents’ misdeeds? 
19. What excuse is eliminated if we know that God does not punish us for our parents’ sins? 

* 20. What is the difference between suffering because of the mistakes of our forebears and paying for 
them? 

* 21. Why is God more concerned with the way we live today than with our previous mistakes or 
accomplishments? 

22. Based on God’s attitudes, how should we feel about the misfortunes of nonbelievers? 

Apply It 
23. What fruits of righteousness can you cultivate this coming week? 

* 24. How can you help young people to take responsibility for their own soul, regardless of where their 
parents stand with God? 

 


