
Wisdom Better than Folly - Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:20 
 

Topics:  Criticism, Evil, Foolishness, Government, Laziness, Money, Quiet, Strength, Wisdom 

Open It 
1. Where have you seen incompetent people end up in positions of responsibility? 
2. When have you wished for more money? 
3. In what ways has someone else’s laziness affected you? 

* 4. In what way has the advice of an obscure but wise person ever helped you? 

Explore It 
* 5. What did Solomon see that impressed him? (9:13-16) 
* 6. What was ironic about the man who saved the city? (9:13-18) 
* 7. What was ironic about the way the city was saved? (9:13-18) 

8. What themes are explored in these verses? (9:13-10:20) 
9. To what did Solomon compare the quiet words of the wise? (9:17) 
10. What is the value of wisdom? (9:18) 
11. What does a little folly outweigh? (10:1) 
12. What evil arising from the error of a ruler did Solomon see? (10:5-7) 
13. Against what sort of injuries did Solomon warn? (10:8-9) 
14. How did Solomon compare and contrast the words of the wise with the words of the fool? (10:12-

14) 
15. What consequences of laziness did Solomon describe? (10:18) 
16. What did Solomon say about a feast, wine, and money? (10:19) 
17. Why did Solomon counsel against reviling the king and cursing the rich, even in private? (10:20) 

Get It 
18. How is wisdom better than folly? 

* 19. In what way is wisdom more powerful than strength? 
* 20. How can just a little folly be so dangerous? 

21. How do incompetent people end up in important positions? 
22. In what self-destructive behaviors do people in our society engage? 
23. What are the negative consequences of laziness? 
24. In what way is money the answer for everything? 
25. What are some problems or situations for which money is not the answer? 
26. Why is it important to guard our tongue even when it doesn’t appear to be necessary? 

Apply It 
* 27. What is one step you can take this week to cultivate wisdom over brute strength in your life? 

28. Concerning what self-destructive or foolish behavior will you seek someone’s advice? 
 


