
Obey the King - Ecclesiastes 8:2-17 
 

Topics:  Death, Evil, Fear, Future, God, Government, Justice, Law, Life, Punishment, Reverence, Timing 

Open It 
1. When do you find it difficult to obey the law? 

* 2. Why do you find it easy or difficult to take time out for fun or leisure? 
3. What do you think is unfair? 
4. What is one way you think the government could more effectively deter crime? 

Explore It 
5. Why did Solomon say to obey the king’s command? (8:2) 
6. What would happen to the person who obeyed the king’s command? (8:5) 
7. For what did Solomon say there is a proper time and procedure? (8:6) 
8. What does no one know? (8:7) 
9. Over what does no one have power? (8:8) 
10. What happens when a criminal sentence is not quickly executed? (8:11) 

* 11. What did Solomon conclude about people who are God-fearing? (8:12) 
12. What did Solomon conclude about people who do not fear God? (8:13) 

* 13. What did Solomon conclude was meaningless? (8:14) 
* 14. What did Solomon commend? Why? (8:15) 

15. In what way are we limited? (8:16-17) 

Get It 
16. What lesson about the punishment of crime does Solomon impart? 
17. Why should we obey our elected leaders and the laws they make? 
18. How can we encourage our elected leaders to pass and enforce just laws? 
19. What is the proper procedure for challenging an unjust law? 
20. What does it mean to fear God? 
21. Why are people who fear God better off than people who do not? 
22. Why do the righteous sometimes get what the wicked deserve and vice versa? 
23. In what respect is it impossible to fully understand life and God? 

* 24. Why did Solomon commend the enjoyment of life? 
* 25. How can we enjoy life as a gift from God? 

Apply It 
* 26. What is one specific thing you will do this week to help you enjoy life more? 

27. What can you do to cultivate a healthy reverence for God? 
28. What is one thing you can do to uphold good and just laws? 

 


