
Wisdom - Ecclesiastes 7:1-8:1 
 

Topics:  Death, Evil, Folly, God, Happiness, Knowledge, Life, Life-style, Mourning, Plans, Righteousness, Sorrow, 
Sovereignty, Wisdom 

Open It 
* 1. When do you find yourself wishing for the “good old days”? 

2. What do you find difficult about being at a funeral? a party? 
3. How do you usually feel after a party? a funeral? 
4. Concerning what issues do your coworkers tend to take extreme rather than moderate positions? 

Explore It 
5. Why is it better to go to a house of mourning than to a feast? (7:2) 
6. Why is sorrow better than laughter? (7:3) 
7. Why should we be patient and not easily provoked? (7:9) 

* 8. Why did Solomon counsel against comparing today with some wonderful past? (7:10) 
9. To what did Solomon compare wisdom? (7:11-12) 
10. What is the advantage of knowledge? (7:12) 

* 11. What should we do when times are bad? (7:13-14) 
12. What two things had Solomon seen during his meaningless life? (7:15) 
13. What counsel about living did Solomon give? (7:16-18) 
14. How much consideration should we give to the words of others? (7:21-22) 
15. What did Solomon discover when he sought out wisdom? (7:23-26) 
16. What did Solomon find while he was still searching? (7:27-29) 

* 17. What effect does wisdom have on a person? (8:1) 

Get It 
18. How is a sad face good for the heart? 
19. In what way is wisdom a shelter? 

* 20. In what way is today very much like yesterday? 
* 21. How should the fact that God has made both the good times and the bad times affect the way we 

view and live our life? 
22. How do you feel when you see good people suffering and bad people prospering? Why? 
23. Why do people tend toward extremes rather than balance? 
24. Why do people choose to go in search of their own schemes rather than follow God’s plan? 
25. What sort of schemes are people in our society pursuing? 

Apply It 
26. In what area of your life will you strive to achieve more balance this week? 

* 27. What do you want to remember the next time you start to idealize the past? 
28. What is one specific step you can take to pursue wisdom? 

 


