
Worshiping Other Gods - Deuteronomy 16:21-17:20 
 

Topics:  Idolatry, Judgment, Justice, Law, Sacrifice, Worship 

Open It 
* 1. What is the most outrageous legal case you’ve ever heard about? 

2. If you were caught for a crime, how would you want to be treated? 

Explore It 
3. What was Israel commanded not to set up? (16:21-22) 
4. What kind of sacrifice is detestable to the Lord? (17:1) 

* 5. What was to be done if someone was suspected of worshiping other gods? (17:2-4) 
6. How was the punishment for idol worship to be handled? (17:5) 
7. How many witnesses were required for someone to be put to death? (17:6) 
8. Who was first required to lay hands on a person about to be stoned? (17:7) 

* 9. What were the Israelites supposed to do with cases that were too difficult to handle? (17:8) 
10. To whom were the people required to go for legal matters? (17:9) 

* 11. How were the Israelites required to act according to the judges’ decisions? (17:10-11) 
12. What happened to someone who showed contempt for the judge? (17:12-13) 
13. How was the appointment of a king to be handled? (17:14-15) 
14. What was the king not permitted to do? (17:16-17) 
15. The king is required to write down what? (17:18) 
16. What was the king commanded to do with the law of God? (17:19) 
17. How was the king supposed to treat his brothers? (17:20) 

Get It 
* 18. What does this passage teach us about God’s concern for justice? 

19. According to this Scripture, how does God want legal matters handled? 
20. What implications do these verses have for our attitude toward justice and fairness? 
21. In what way was the king of Israel to be a spiritual leader of his people? 
22. How is it crucial that Christian leaders today spend time reading the Scriptures? 

* 23. What does this passage teach us about giving others a fair trial? 
24. How do Christians sometimes judge others without knowing all the facts? 
25. What can we do to be fair and just to others? 

Apply It 
* 26. How can you treat others with justice at home? at work? 

27. What is one specific way you can help yourself refrain from making premature judgments against 
others? 

 


