
The Year for Canceling Debts - Deuteronomy 15:1-23 
 

Topics:  Abundance, Generosity, Money, Poor, Selfishness, Slavery, Value 

Open It 
* 1. What is it like to lend someone money and not get paid back? 

2. How can wealth create more problems than poverty? 
3. How can helping the poor change the way we value certain things? 

Explore It 
4. What were the Israelites told to do at the end of every seven years? (15:1) 

* 5. How were canceled debts supposed to be handled? (15:2) 
6. From whom was Israel required to cancel their debts? (15:3) 
7. What did God not want in Israel? (15:4-6) 

* 8. What attitude did God want the Israelites to have toward people in need? (15:7-8) 
9. What wicked thought was Israel told not to harbor? (15:9) 

* 10. What would happen if Israel gave generously? (15:10) 
11. How did God command the people of Israel to treat the poor? (15:11) 
12. When was a fellow Hebrew allowed to be let go? (15:12-13) 
13. With what was a released Hebrew slave to be provided? (15:14) 
14. What was Israel told to remember? (15:15) 
15. What was to happen if a servant did not want to leave his or her master? (15:16-18) 
16. What was Israel told to set apart for the Lord? (15:19) 
17. How were the Israelites commanded to eat animals presented to the Lord? (15:20-22) 
18. What were the Israelites told not to eat? (15:23) 

Get It 
* 19. What makes lending money a difficult thing to do? 

20. How does this passage teach us about God’s concern for the poor? 
21. What are common attitudes Christians have about giving? 
22. What should be our attitude about giving? 
23. How could God’s church make a bigger difference in the world if people were givers? 
24. What is the difference between a giver and a taker? 

* 25. How are relationships to be handled when one person doesn’t repay another? 
26. How can Christians fight poverty today? 
27. How does cheerful giving demonstrate a powerful example of God’s presence in our lives? 

Apply It 
* 28. What is a specific step you can take to give or to help someone in need? 

29. What can you do this week to pay back any debt you may have to someone else? 
30. What can you do to forgive someone else’s debt? 

 


