
The Stoning of Stephen - Acts 7:54-8:1 
 

Topics:  Anger, Church, Death, Glory, God, Heaven, Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ, Persecution, Prayer 

Open It 
1. When have you felt uncomfortable in a large crowd of people? 

* 2. How do you respond to reports of violence in the news? 
3. How do you tend to deal with anger? 

Explore It 
4. How did the hearers react to Stephen’s accusations? Why? (7:54) 

* 5. Why did the Jewish leaders respond to Stephen as they did? (7:54) 
6. Faced with the fury of his persecutors, why wasn’t Stephen afraid? (7:55) 
7. How did Stephen’s heavenly vision prepare him for what was to follow? (7:55) 
8. How did God prepare Stephen for his death? (7:55) 
9. What did Stephen say that enraged his adversaries? (7:56) 

* 10. Why was Stephen put to death? (7:56-60) 
11. Why did Stephen’s enemies yell and cover their ears? (7:57) 
12. How was Stephen taken out of town? (7:57-58) 
13. Where was Stephen stoned to death? (7:58) 
14. Why did people lay their clothing at Saul’s feet? (7:58) 
15. What were Stephen’s two last requests before he died? (7:59-60) 
16. How did Stephen die? (7:60) 
17. Who approved of Stephen’s death? (8:1) 

* 18. What change in the church did Stephen’s death bring about? (8:1) 
19. Who left and who stayed in Jerusalem? (8:1) 

Get It 
20. Why do Christians sometimes get angry at preachers? 
21. When your conscience is pricked, how do you tend to react? 
22. If your congregation decided the pastor was a heretic, how would they remove him from office? 

* 23. Faced with the violent mob, Stephen seemed fearless; how was he able to face this danger? 
* 24. What would make it possible for you to be calm and sure in the middle of extreme danger? 

25. When should we call on the Lord for help? 
26. How can you be more forgiving of others? 
27. What hardships has your church faced recently? 
28. How does God “scatter” the church to carry His message to others? 
29. How has God “scattered” your church? 

Apply It 
30. In what hostile setting could you be a witness for Christ this week? How? 

* 31. How can Stephen’s example help you be prepared to handle rejection? 
32. Which former member of your congregation now living elsewhere can you encourage this week? 

How? 
 


