
Stephen’s Speech to the Sanhedrin - Acts 7:1-53 
 

Topics:  Accusation, Covenant, Disobedience, God, History, Holy Spirit, Law, Messiah, People, Punishment, Rejection 

Open It 
* 1. What is one time of your life you wish you could do over? Why? 

2. What is the longest speech or talk you’ve ever given? 
3. In what ways are you just like your parents? 
4. In what ways are you different from your parents? 
5. If you had to defend in court your views on something you cared about, how do you think people 

would respond to what you had to say? 

Explore It 
6. What did the high priest ask Stephen? (7:1) 

* 7. Why did Stephen make this speech? (7:1-2) 
8. What was Stephen’s initial response to the leaders? (7:2) 
9. In his speech to the court, Stephen showed that there was progress and change in God’s plan for 

His people; how was Abraham an example of this change? (7:2-8) 
* 10. As he wove the history of the Jews, how did Stephen show a pattern of opposition to God and His 

plan for them? (7:2-4, 9, 23-29) 
11. How did God bless His people outside the land of Israel? (7:2-5, 7-10, 29-34) 
12. How was the move to Egypt a great change for Jacob’s descendants? (7:9-16) 
13. How did deliverance under Moses mark progress for God’s people? (7:17-43) 
14. Where was the law of Moses given to God’s people? (7:38) 
15. From the tabernacle to the temple, the place of God’s presence changed and progressed; how did 

Stephen show this? (7:44-50) 
16. How did Stephen show that the temple is not God’s true dwelling place? (7:47-50) 
17. What did Stephen say in direct attack on his audience? (7:51-53) 

* 18. How did Stephen compare the attitude of those in the Sanhedrin with that of God’s people down 
through the centuries? (7:51-53) 

19. Of what did Stephen accuse his hearers? (7:51-53) 
20. According to Stephen, in what ways did the people resist the Holy Spirit? (7:52-53) 

Get It 
21. In reviewing your life, how would you like to rewrite history? 
22. What rituals or traditions hinder change and spiritual progress among believers? 

* 23. Which “spiritual ancestors” from the Bible do you admire most? 
* 24. How can we learn from those who have gone before us? 

25. In what ways should we be like Stephen? 
26. How can a group of believers be a “stiff-necked people”? 
27. What stiff-necked attitudes prevent us from seeing what God wants us to see? 
28. What kind of opposition to God’s message is there today? 
29. What kind of opposition or pressure on your faith have you felt from friends, coworkers, or 

unbelieving family members? 
30. How can we deal with opposition to God’s message? 

Apply It 
* 31. From what older, more mature believer can you learn? How? 

32. What can you do this week to know Jesus more fully? 
33. How can you uncover the attitudes that hinder the work of the Holy Spirit in your life? 



34. What can you do this week to learn from the example of other believers in the Old Testament? 
 


