
Paul’s Arrival at Jerusalem - Acts 21:17-26 
 

Topics:  Believers, Church, Law, Leadership, Obedience, Praise, Rules, Vows, Zeal 

Open It 
* 1. What are some ways your life-style or way of life is different from that of your parents? 

2. If most people in your community shaved their head because it was the fashion, how long (if ever) 
would it take you to follow suit? 

Explore It 
3. How were Paul and his companions received in Jerusalem? (21:17) 
4. After a day in Jerusalem, with whom did the missionaries meet? (21:18) 

* 5. What did Paul report? To whom? (21:18-19) 
6. How did the leaders of the Jerusalem church respond to Paul’s report? (21:20) 

* 7. What concern did the church leaders voice? (21:20) 
8. What false report had gone out concerning Paul? (21:21) 

* 9. What did the leaders of the church suggest that Paul do? Why? (21:22-24) 
10. Why did the leaders suggest that Paul join in the purification rites of four men and pay for their 

expenses? (21:22-24) 
11. What decision of the Jerusalem Council was repeated? (21:25) 
12. Why did the leaders bring up the Jerusalem decree? (21:25) 
13. What did Paul and the young men do the next day? (21:26) 

Get It 
14. What was at the heart of the controversy between the Jews and the Gentiles? 
15. What causes divisions among Christians? 
16. What divisions do we see in the Christian church today? 
17. Why did Paul support the Jewish leaders? 
18. What rules or traditions should you support for the sake of peace? 

* 19. What is the difference between compromising God’s will and doing something in order to avoid 
offending someone? 

* 20. How can we decide when we should stand up for our beliefs and when we should give in for the 
sake of others? 

21. When are Christians often tempted to make a rule or tradition as important as God’s written 
Word? 

Apply It 
22. How can you live more by God’s grace and less by self-imposed dos and don’ts? 

* 23. In what situations will you need to adjust your behavior for the sake of others? How? 
 


