
In Athens - Acts 17:16-34 
 

Topics:  Arguments, Believe, Church, Creation, God, Idolatry, Ignorance, Image, Judgment, People, Religion, Resurrection 

Open It 
* 1. When do you tend to be skeptical of the news? 

2. How many famous statues and sculptures can you name? 
3. Would you describe yourself as more theoretical than practical, or more practical than theoretical? 

Why? 
4. What kinds of discussions do you enjoy? 

Explore It 
5. What distressed Paul about Athens? (17:16) 
6. Where did Paul present his message to the diverse listeners? (17:17) 
7. How did the philosophers react to Paul’s ideas? (17:18) 
8. Why did the Council of the Areopagus want to hear what Paul had to say? (17:19-21) 
9. How did Paul address the intellectual pagans? (17:22-23) 
10. Why did the Athenians have an altar dedicated to an “unknown god”? (17:23) 

* 11. How did Paul use his knowledge of the Athenians’ “unknown god” to present the true God? 
(17:23) 

* 12. How did Paul describe God to his hearers? (17:24-25) 
13. Why was Paul’s lesson in biblical history a blow to Athenian pride? (17:26) 
14. Why did God reveal Himself in creation and history? (17:27-28) 
15. How did Paul use Greek poetry to tell others about Christ? (17:28) 
16. How did Paul prove that God was not an idol? (17:29) 
17. What were Paul’s concluding remarks? (17:30-31) 

* 18. How did the Greeks respond to Paul? (17:32-34) 
19. Who among Paul’s hearers became believers? (17:34) 

Get It 
20. What made Paul well-suited to presenting the gospel to the Athenians? 

* 21. How did Paul tailor his message to the Athenians? 
22. What can we learn from Paul’s example here? 

* 23. How should we be flexible in our approach to evangelism? 
24. How should we react when others don’t take us or what we say seriously? 
25. What did Paul emphasize about God that was different from what the Stoics and Epicureans 

believed? 
26. What incorrect views of God are held in our society? 
27. How would you judge Paul’s ministry in Athens—as a success or failure? Why? 
28. How can you deal with attitudes of pride and arrogance that surface in you from time to time? 

Apply It 
29. What will help you persevere in your witness when no one seems to care or listen? 

* 30. What is one thing you can do to make the message of Christ understandable to your non-Christian 
friends and coworkers? 

 


