
Disagreement Between Paul and Barnabas - Acts 15:36-41 
 

Topics:  Church, Disagreements, Jesus Christ, Partnerships, Strength 

Open It 
* 1. When you have a sharp disagreement with a friend, how do you usually handle it? 

2. When have you held a grudge against someone? 

Explore It 
3. What did Paul suggest to Barnabas? (15:36) 

* 4. What did Barnabas want to do? (15:37) 
5. Why might Barnabas have wanted to take John Mark with him? (15:37) 

* 6. Why didn’t Paul want Mark to accompany the apostles on their trip? (15:38) 
7. Whom did Barnabas take with him when he went to Cyprus? (15:39) 

* 8. What did the apostles do about their difference of opinion? (15:39-40) 
9. How did both men reach a solution? (15:39-40) 
10. Whom did Paul select as a traveling companion in ministry? (15:40) 
11. As a result of the separation between Barnabas and Paul, how many missionary expeditions set 

out? (15:39-40) 
12. What did Paul and Silas do on their journey? (15:41) 

Get It 
* 13. Why do you think Paul and Barnabas’s difference of opinion turned into such a deep division? 

14. How do you think differences in personality affected the disagreement between Paul and 
Barnabas? 

15. When you disagree with someone, why is it important to try to see the issue from the other 
person’s point of view? 

16. How do you think the apostles’ conflict affected their ministry afterward? 
* 17. When should you give up your rights, your position, or your point of view for the sake of peace 

with another person? 
18. How can God use the strengths and weaknesses of your personality to get His work done? 

Apply It 
* 19. What step can you take toward resolving an old disagreement with another Christian? When? 

20. Where can you channel your anger or hurt feelings when they become a problem? How? 
 


