
The Council at Jerusalem - Acts 15:1-21 
 

Topics:  Believers, Bible, Church, Doctrine, God, Grace, Holy Spirit, Judging Others, Judgment, Prophecy, Questions, 
Teaching 

Open It 
1. When faced with a problem, do you want someone else to solve it, or do you like to figure out for 

yourself what you should do? Why? 
* 2. What is most challenging to you about enforcing rules? 

3. When you think your opinion is right, how do you tend to express your view? 

Explore It 
* 4. Who came to Antioch? Why? (15:1) 

5. What were the men from Judea teaching the Christians? (15:1) 
6. On what did the men of Judea base their theology? (15:1) 
7. How did Paul and Barnabas respond to the teaching problem at Antioch? (15:2) 

* 8. How did the apostles determine to resolve the problem in Antioch? (15:2) 
9. What were the apostles’ experiences on their way to Jerusalem? (15:3) 
10. When Paul and Barnabas arrived in Jerusalem, how did the church receive them? (15:4) 
11. What did the believing Pharisees say? (15:5) 
12. How did the church leaders respond to the Pharisees? (15:6) 
13. What did Peter say to the party of the Pharisees? (15:7-11) 
14. What did Paul and Barnabas add to Peter’s testimony? (15:12) 

* 15. How did James summarize his views? (15:13-21) 
16. How did James deal with the circumcision question from a biblical standpoint? (15:15-18) 
17. What practical judgment did James make? (15:19-21) 
18. What did James mean by his concluding statement? (15:21) 

Get It 
* 19. What was wise about using a council to deal with the thorny issue of how non-Jews could be 

saved? 
20. How was the problem of this council larger than the issue of circumcision? 

* 21. When dealing with difficult issues, what do we need to include in the decision-making process? 
22. Why were Paul, Barnabas, Peter, and James the right men to resolve the conflict? 
23. How could your church follow the council’s approach in dealing with issues that trouble the 

church? 
24. What areas of your faith create conflict within you? 
25. What beliefs or practices do Christians add to the gospel? 
26. How can we remind ourselves to require of new believers only what God requires? 

Apply It 
* 27. Where can you get help resolving an issue about which you are unsure? 

28. This week, what change in your schedule can you make to allow enough time for studying God’s 
Word? 

 


